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World Heritage Irrigation Structures Symposium in Kumamoto

Declaration

We, the participants of the "World Irrigation Structures Symposium in
Kumamoto", declare the following as individuals involved in irrigation
facilities.

@®We would like to express our respect and gratitude for the irrigation
systems built in Japan with the wisdom and extraordinary efforts of our
predecessors. The tfireless maintenance and management of local
farmers, residents and management organizations has allowed us to
pass along these traditions from generation to generation until the
present day.

@ We recognize that irrigation systems are important local resources
that have supported local society, culture, and the lives of local
residents, as they provide farmland with water that is indispensable
for agricultural production and serve as the foundation for the
agriculture that benefits us in so many ways.

@ The concept of ideal water use is being discussed around the world. As
such, we will reevaluate sustainable water use methods that balance
both advanced methods of water use and groundwater recharge. This
will be achieved through Japan's irrigation systems and technologies
and the irrigated agriculture based on them, and we will disseminate
the significance and value of this throughout the world.

@® As inheritors of world-class irrigation facilities, we look to the future
together with those who will lead the next generation. Through
exchange, cooperation, and mutual study with a variety of groups and
organizations, we will reaffirm the diversity and uniqueness of our
irrigation systems and actively promote initiatives and multifaceted
reviews for the sustainable conservation and utilization of irrigation
systems.




