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Kumamoto City’s Natural Environment We All Want to Preserve for the Future
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Characteristics of Kumamoto City's Biodiversity
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Kumamoto City is located between Ariake Sea, home to Japan's vastest tidal flats; Mount Aso, housing the biggest caldera in
the world; and the Kyushu Mountains. The Shirakawa River—which originates at Mount Aso—and the Midorikawa River—
which begins in the Kyushu Mountains—both flow through the city before ending in the Ariake Sea. Such rivers originate in
upstream forests and grass-covered plains, supplying water to rice paddies and channels that spread across the middle and
lower reaches. They consequentially bring nutritive salts invaluable to the marine flora and fauna, and, in turn, also support
the rich Ariake Sea, thus demonstrating the rivers' vital role as a link between the forests, rural areas, and the sea. Moreover,
rainwater that falls in the Mount Aso area and the Shirakawa River basin is absorbed into and filtered through the ground,
ultimately flowing toward Kumamoto City and becoming rich groundwater.
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Shirakawa River and Midorikawa River Mt. Gankai (Mt. Kihara)
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Basic Philosophy of the Kumamoto City Biodiversity Strategy / Objective / Basic Strategy
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Kumamoto City - Let us realize a city where people and nature live in To preserve the blessings of biodiversity that is Kumamoto's pure groundwater and rich greenery in a sustainable way, biodiversity loss has to
harmony while showing appreciation to the blessings of nature. be stopped, and a path to recovery for nature must be established through the realization of a Nature-Positive Kumamoto City.
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Basic Strategies
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Basic Strategies Recognizing Learning & Connecting Retaining Creating
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Citizen's Campaign for Water Providing study opportunities through Continuous monitoring of groundwater Water source conservation Introduction at the World Water Forum
Conservation the Rice Paddy High School Program quality and related measures
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Public awareness through seminars Cooperative initiatives using the Ex situ conservation of endangered Improvement of ecologically sensitive Promoting the appeal of abundant

BRI EE and other events “Ikimon Net" network species rivers groundwater and fresh produce
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Specific initiatives
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Monitoring of indicator species Food education activities Eradication of invasive alien species Urban greening initiatives in cooperation Use of biomass electricity generation
with citizens and business operators and thermal energy
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Collaboration Between Four Relevant
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Kumamoto City's Conservation System for Key Green Spaces Percentage of Green Space in Kumamoto City P o
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Strategy, four departments—the Environmental Policy

i%iﬁf%;'%ﬂﬂ IZ (C B ”’6 ﬁiﬂ’,ﬁ%wt&)w{i#ﬂ& Section, the Zoological and Botanical Gardens, Kumamoto

Framework for Green Space Conservation in Environmental Protection Areas City Museum, and the Environmental Research Center—
are closely collaborating.
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