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BERk. CAlCBIL.
Your excellencies, distinguished paticipants, Good afternoon,

REATROKATIIVET,
[ am Kazufumi Onishi, mayor of Kumamoto City Japan.
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I would first like to express my deepest gratitude to everyone
for their hard work in putting together this wonderful event.
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I am so glad that this valuable session about the future of water
safety in the Asia Pacific region is being held today.
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After all, water is not only a vital resource necessary for
sustainable development and increasing quality of life, but it can
also be an enormous threat to human safety.
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World environmental issues surrounding water in the Asia Pacific
region grow more dire every year, in the form of water shortages and
pollution due to explosive population growth and rapid economic
development as well as the increasing scale of damage from floods and
other disasters due to global warming.
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Furthermore, if we are to achieve the water-related goals of the UN



Sustainable Development Goals 2030 agenda, we must actively work
together on the international level.
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With this in mind, the 4th Asia-Pacific Water Summit was held in April
2022 in Kumamoto City under the theme "Water for Sustainable
Development - Best Practices & the Next Generation.” It was truly an
international conference of great significance, and it resulted in
many new developments toward solutions to water issues through sharing
information and passionate debate.
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The fruit of these discussions, the Kumamoto Declaration, will be
shown at this UN Water Conference for the world to see.
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Our city has earned praise internationally in the past for its
partnership and collaboration with citizens, businesses, and local
governments to conduct expansive groundwater conservation projects.
Moving forward, we will continue developing sustainable efforts and
contributing to world water solutions by further strengthening the
partnerships between various stakeholders and inviting in the younger
generation, just as we successfully did at the water summit.
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In conclusion, I hope that this session will be another opportunity to
advance toward solving water issues.



