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AT CAITEIT,
Your Excellencies and distinguished participants.

REATROKATIIVEXT,
I am Kazufumi Onishi, mayor of Kumamoto City.

SE. CDESIBESE WV ZLEE. BDUNRESTTVEXT,
Thank you for giving me this opportunity to present today.

A ERRFEERODBAEMBESTSEAZIIULHEVLEEADBAICLIVEIRNTELR.E
ECRERMTKT. 74 HEDKEKENETEHE>TLETD,

Our city is blessed with bountiful and high-quality groundwater, which
is a product of both Mt. Aso’s natural environment and the hard work of
predecessors like Kato Kiyomasa, the first ruler of the Kumamoto
Domain. It is this amazing resource that provides all the water used by
our 740,000 residents.

CHEINHMTKERLT D6, 1977 FICIEIREBETMTKELRAIZHEL.CD
FAITIE MTKIETREBEDHMEELVUTIAKIEMEDIFTTHEYET,.

In order to conserve our precious groundwater, Kumamoto City passed
Kumamoto City Groundwater Conservation Ordinance in 1977 which
established the groundwater as a shared public property of the
residents.
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ETHEODK 90 B DEEFERKEBATVETD,

Furthermore, based on careful analysis of groundwater surveys,
research, and observation data, we have established groundwater
recharge forests and conducted our field inundation project in areas
determined to have the greatest effect on our groundwater. Already the
field inundation project, which consists of flooding fields as part of
regular crop rotation, recharges enough water for the entire city for
about 90 days every year.
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Additionally, we have partnered with the local governments, residents,
and businesses in all 11 municipalities that share our groundwater to
develop conservation efforts that expand beyond previous regional
boundaries.

COMTKEZDEMAIE. EFEMICEE<FHMEIN. 2013 EE‘4HRDK RBFEESE
LE U7z,
These groundwater conservation projects gained international acclaim,
and in 2013 the UN awarded us with the Water for Life Best Practices
Award.
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More recently, in April 2022, Kumamoto City hosted the 4th Asia-Pacific
Water Summit and presented examples of our initiatives.

KV RTIE BEVHARDSHINREET HY . RRICHEIFHIZBREBREEFENH U,
We brought in students and members of the younger generation to
participate in the summit to great success, and many new developments
were made.
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In the future, we want to continue being inclusive to the next generation,
deepening the partnerships between various stakeholders, further
promote sustainable groundwater conservation, and, perhaps most of
all, actively share our findings so that they may contribute to solutions
in other regions around world.

. HYUNRESSINELU,
Thank you.



