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Sustainable Water
Conservation Efforts
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Your excellencies and distinguished participants, Hello

I am Kazufumi Onishi, mayor of Kumamoto City.

Thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to talk with you all
today, I have been greatly looking forward to it.

Now I want to take some time and personally talk

about sustainable water conservation efforts.

Kumamoto City is located in the south Japan, and we take great pride in
its impressive history and culture, symbolized by Kumamoto Castle, as
well as the pure groundwater, abundant of greenery,

and wide variety of agricultural

and marine products stemming from its amazing natural environment.
However, among these resources we consider our high-quality groundwater
that provides all the water for our 740,000 residents

to be Kumamoto’ s true treasure.

In order to protect and pass down our treasured groundwater

to future generations, we are taking a leading role

in project development.



The Youth as Partners in Water Conservation

Young people played pivotal roles throughout the 4th
Asia-Pacific Water Summit in Kumamoto City on April
23rd and 24th, 2022.
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On April 23rd and 24th of 2022,

we had the opportunity to host the 4th Asiao-Pacific Water Summit.

With the help of the Japan Water Forum

that co-sponsored the event and planned the sessions,

we had heads of state, minister-level officials,

and leaders of international organizations from 30 countries come together for
a grand total of 5,500 participants.

The Water Summit produced fantastic results

that will be shown to the world at this UN Water Conference,

and I think they may contribute to finding solutions to many regional water
issues.

However, what made this Water Summit truly distinct

was the great success of the youth that participated.

Seeing young people using our terminology

to describe everything from daily activities to successful research results and
speaking fluent English at various points during the event,

including the opening declaration and the closing ceremony’ s message,

I felt that we were in good hands.

I think it is fair to say that the world’s water professionals

recognized these young people as true partners in water conservation.



New Conservation Methods in Kumamoto

The city is also bringing in youth participation and
developing new systems and plans around it.
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Kumamoto City has also taken notice of this, and so,

in addition to asking the youth participants to join the summit,
we altered our local systems to include them.

By adding a seat at the table for young people,

specifically those around high school age,

as well as developing support for various stakeholder projects
and working together, we can develop sustainable projects

that will protect and pass down our blessed groundwater.

The Japan Water Forum also used the water summit

as an opportunity to develop their youth participation projects.
Moving forward, I think that support for youth looking to take action
will only continue to grow around the world.

So I ask all of you young people here today

for your help

so we may work together for the future of water.

Furthermore, I strongly believe that everyone should

and will come to support youth involvement in the future.



Thank You for Your Listening.
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Thank you.



