Valentine’s Day in America

Although it isn’t a national holiday, everyone does something special for Valentine’s Day.
Of course, most Americans think of men asking out the girls they like, or people giving flowers,
chocolate, and stuffed animals to their partners, and other romantic gestures. I think that Japan is
pretty similar save for the fact that it is men, not women, who do things for the ones they live in
America. Also, there is no White Day in America, which means guys are out of luck and never get
anything out of Valentine’s Day.

These romantic celebrations are all well and good, but there are many people in America
who can’t celebrate in this way. Take young children for example. Elementary school students have
no money and they certainly should not be dating at their young age. For this reason, we have made
other ways to celebrate the holiday.

Instead of the usual lovey-dovey exchange of gifts, all school children make valentine cards
for everyone in class and hand them out at school. Students often write kind messages on these
cards and attach a piece of candy to each one before giving them out in the classroom. As one might
expect, the kids are sure to start eating the candy as soon as they get their valentines. It isn’t a
romantic event, but students can bond over the kind messages and build confidence through their
friendships.

We can look at this kind of event to understand that Valentine’s Day isn’t just for lovers.
So, if you are reading this column, it doesn’t matter if you are single on Valentine’s Day as long as

you can show your love to the friends and family that you care about most.
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