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Little Mamma San,—
This morning we had a
pleasant swimming, the sea
being warm. Kazuo did not swim so
well as before, but I think he will
improve in a few
days. I noticed his
wearing a tiny
charm, and asked
him what it
meant. He
answered that
mother, from
her anxiety for him, had told him
to wear it wherever he goes
swimming.

—Letter from Lafcadio Hearn to Koizumi Setsu,
August 13, 1904
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