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Kumamoto Castle has been called Ginkgo
Castle, and the citizens of Kumamoto have
deep affection for this tree. Ginkgo trees are
strong and have long lives, and line the
streets of the city. They are beautiful with
their. characteristic conical forms, green color
in the spring and golden leayes in the fall
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The Japanese great titmouse's full length is
about 145 cm. It sings beautiful and clear
songs, and eats many harmful insects. People
love the bird because it protects greenery. It
inhabits the Kimpo, Tatsuda and Takuma
mountains and woods. The titmouse. with its

distinctive white chest painted with black ties,
can been seen throughout the year.
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A Message from the Mayor ~ =
Kumamoto City is blessed with a natural environment of lush greenery and=

crystal pure springs. It also possesses an excellent historic heritage, including the 5

highly esteemed Kumamoto Castle. Kumamoto City inherits rich traditions from

a great number of respected forefathers, and with a population of 670,000, is now 7
developing as the hub of central Kyushu.

In light of these developments, and the opening of the Kyushu Shinkansen
Kagoshima route, it is expected that the dynamics of the city will change
dramatically. Changes will be driven further by the transition of Kumamoto to a
govemment-designated city and the beginnings of deliberations to introduce,a
regional system in the future,

These developments have led to the establishment of the “High Development
Strategy Project” aimed at realizing fuller, more enriched lives for Kumamoto
citizens. In addition, the “Administration Fiscal Reform Promotion Plan"'targetss
the efficiency, and rationality of organizations and the maintenance
administration. It also targets improvement in accountability with regard
revenue sources so that the city can respond to changing times quick
correctly. We have inaugurated and will be acting on these plans from t'hi‘. Nt
on, with the intention of striving to confront contemporary (‘h;xl!(-n;.:(-.\,';()ﬁr“"x_;(ml ;
is to create a new Kumamoto. L

We sincerely hope that you can utilize “A Guide ' to Kunﬁlﬁl’gr
Administration and Life 2004" in order to become acquainted \\'i[}?-"’;}h
administrative and development strategies of Kumamoto:City./, « Fopk
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LOCATION AND CLIMATE
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Kumamoto City is situated in the middle of Kyushu Island, at a latitude of 32° 48' North
and 130" 42' East, in the northwest part of Kumamoto Prefecture.

Its natural features include the highest peak of the Kimpo Mountain range from which
the Tatsuda Mountain range stretches to form a plateau. The City is in the central part of
the Kumamoto plain, which spreads from the eastern outskirts of Mt. Aso to the southern
delta of the Shirakawa River.

With the Kimpo Mountain range stretching to the Ariake Sea, Kumamoto has an inland-

basin climate. Temperature swings can be severe with a rapid shift from winter to spring
and a typically long summer.
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POPULATION

In 1889, when Kumamoto adopted a modern municipal system, the
population of Kumamoto City was 42,725. Since then, the city has continued
to grow by incorporating neighboring communities and promoting
urbanization. In 1977, the population exceeded 500,000 and in 1991, the city
incorporated four Hotaku counties to achieve a population of 627,568 and the
status of the 15th largest city in Japan.

According to the results of a national census taken in 2000, Kumamoto City's
population statistics indicated 205000 people in the eastern part, 126,000
people in the northern part, 114000 people in the southern part. 74,000
people in the western part and 141,000 people in the central part. The
population in the center and the west have decreased.

Urban population

The population of urban areas was 787,960 as of October 2000 (2000 National
Census), accounting for 424% of the total population of Kumamoto
Prefecture and displaying a growth rate of 2.3%.

Since the 1955 national census the , population has increased by about 40,000
people every five years, except for the period from 1995 to 2000, where
there was only a growth of 18,000 people.
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Create a society where (1117ens shine
and respect each other's rights

The city of Kumamoto is making every effort to protect and raise
awareness of human rights. Everyone shall be equally respected and belong
to society. The city promotes gender equality so both men and women can
take part in society and share responsibilities.
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The city is strengthening its fire prevention and emergency rescue systems, Create a civic life in which people
improving traffic safety, securing consumers lifestyles, and creating a friendly understand each other
community where information can be exchanged both domestically and e

i
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Improve the health and welfare system

Comprehensive services in the health, medical and welfare fields support all
citizens, including senior citizens and the disabled, and enable them to
participate in society and make the best use of their abilities.
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Protect our natural environment

Valuing our responsibility to present and future generat ions, the city tries to prevent air pollution
and other environmental deterioration from o(cumm, conserve precious ground water, nurture
greenery, promote proper waste disposal and provide a good living environment.

The city also tries to protect ecosystems, and to promote recycling and the effective use of natural
resources and energy to ensure that the city remains both livable and surrounded by nature.

————

ili RO LR SDIE N 0 BT ORF IR L ETH LD, ML, 5
MOKPE, BUETR EHBPERED EFETER A Mz 55 & & BT, A
<A, Helr, AMREREOZRZEBL THEXEOBELEEDET,

X50C, fEHnE, MR, B NAFF 2 nv—-kE
NS ORFHROEHIT A U XD TP E SO & 5 307
2RO, HEEFOFREh SR EEANLET.

Y ) R TV AL (S

P + REFRORSL

In order to expand UL/{I]\ employment opportunities, the city tries to raise the productivity of
\griculture, forestry, fisheries and tourism mdu\mu and to promote high-tech industry
nsive sharing of information, technology and manpower

also introduces enterprises with potential growth, such as information, health and welfare
environment, and biotechnology, to meet the current demands and to attract more business to the city.

Promote ﬂnunshm;, industry
and a vital economy
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Maintain safe and
accessible infrastructure

The city is improving transportation and infrastructure, housing, parks,
water supply and sewage facilities, rivers, and other urban facilities without
harming the environment to improve daily life and protect against natural
disasters.
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Kumamoto is expanding opportunities for citizens to participate in education
and sports and have closer access to various culture throughout their lives.

The city cooperates with families, schools and communities to support
(lnld‘nn\ healthy growth and to provide the younger generation with

quality education that meets today's information-oriented and
internationalized demands.
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Promote education, culture and sports
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Human rights education

It is k.u(l that the 2lst century is the "Human Rights
Century.” We all want eagerly to live happily, and our
fundamental human rights are guaranteed by the

Constitution. Issues of human rights for women, children,

the elderly, the challenged and others exist and must
immediately be addressed.
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The city drew up "Human Rights in Kumamoto City" to
create an open-minded city where there is no
discrimination and everyone's rights are respected. To
give actual examples, the city provides training
workshops, lecture meetings, human rights fairs,
communication fairs and human rights film festivals, and
also puts emphasis on citizens education

A*EG\T[&SL\_’ S B 1920030)55{&'{*/% Human rights fairs 2003
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Third World Conference on Women and Sport held in Montreal, Canada
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Gender equality

In striving to create a society where "everyone can
shine under the principle of gender equality." the city
promotes equality for men and women, respect for each
other's rights and the development of everyone's full
potential. The city also promotes citizens' awareness and
an environment of basic human rights so everyone can
participate in social activities, households, workplaces
and communities equally.

Kumamoto 2006 World Conference on Women
and Sports

More than six hundred people from about one hundred
nations are expected to participate in the Kumamoto

CONFERENCE
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Home helper training lecture
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An exchange of opinions between Kumamoto City and Kitakyushu City
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World Conference on Women and Sport in 2006. The city
will appeal to the world to promote gender equality
throughout the conference.

Kumamoto City Women's Center

As the base for self-supporting social activities, as well
as for cultural promotion and exchange, this center
provides lectures and seminars with the goal of creating
a society of gender equality. It also provides counseling
and information regarding raising children, and supports
community groups struggling for various causes such as
those related to women's issues.
Working Women's Center

This center is a facility which supports women in
becoming independent not only economically but also
mentally, and provides public lectures, etc. to help
women get various qualifications and develop their
abilities.
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In order to create communities of warmth, the city
supports neighborhood club activities and citizens' self
governed activities, and also provides facilities for these
activities.

Neighborhood Clubs

There are 723 neighborhood clubs which enhance living
environments and provide welfare activities for the
community. The city provides subsidies and holds
training workshops for these communities.

Community committees and study circles

As of July 2003. 57 citizens groups (community

committees and study circles) have been organized
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Making a map of Gulliver's Travels.
(Hokubuhigashi Elementary School area)
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based on elementary school districts. Through these
groups, local color is accentuated and independent
community development occurs.

The city supports these activities by subsidizing activity
fees, introducing advisers, providing venues, and holding
events such as leader training workshops.

Community Centers

Community centers form the base of these activities in
39 elementary school districts. Various self-governed
activities include volunteer and local health and welfare
activities in the community.

{umamoto\City
cracion and Life

R A



7

i
’
~

8000

7000

6000

5000

4000

-2 ARG O BHHFS

3000

2000

1000

S

s

EROHFAS

e

2

bad

-

S &

HHHELy ¥ —Tld, Hftat3IF—
R I IE O B 7 & BRI ER
HEANGIZBY 2 ko IUE - 4k
BHMEOTE L L, R A O H A
T ColEfE > CnEd,
HEEEEMR O ——

BRI T 2B 2/ E L,
HERHWEbLRICBEZLET.
STEITI

RIS X, BIERiHREOFE Mz
et 5728, RlHESrE WA &AM
AR OHEE, YREBEEZT-TVET,

WE@AESHTE

vz SERY VAT () |HRIER%
1 EES®R - LIV hE | 1606 | 119.9
2 | Y-y3ukd4{rl,IyPY%E | TO2 | 180.5
8 Lyl -1U-2 BEP)-K| 311 1119
4 | = - BE(EISHEE) 2298 18
5 |XRE - EBEER 197 | 108.2
6 |/ - EEEME 155 || 15,71
T | B - EBES 151 83.9
8 | =% - (DRI | 145 | 759
9 | 8% 185 84.3
10 | fEZERE G 126 (73

Consumer centers carry out various projects, including
consumer seminars and community outreach lectures, as
well as conduct policies aimed to ward consumer self-help
by gathering and providing information regarding
consumer life and educating consumer groups
Consumerism life Guidance Corners

Guidance corners exist to respond to citizens'
complaints and inquiries.

Weighing Administration

According to the rules of weight the city performs
regular site checks to weigh goods gives guidance, and
raises awareness to ensure that proper weighing takes
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Consumer monthly Seminar
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Promotion of traffic safety projects

In order to improve traffic manners, the city arranges
traffic safety education for senior citizens, children and
students, provides traffic controllers to guide pedestrians,
and others to coordinate publicity activities and plan
each season's road safety campaign.
Bicycle projects

The city provides instruction on parking manners,
specifies illegal parking areas, transfers and keeps
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illegally parked bicycles, and maintains parking facilities.
Traffic accident victim relief projects

The city administers an aid fund and runs a counseling
clinic for children whose parents were Killed in traffic
accidents.
Crime prevention projects

The city promotes community safety activities and
supports and cooperates with each district's crime
prevention association and related groups.
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A Sidewalk bicycle parking
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Strengthening of voluntary disaster prevention
system in cooperation with citizen groups

The city appreciates voluntary disaster prevention
activities by citizens and promotes volunteer Fire Corps,
emergency volunteers, etc. to cultivate cooperation with
citizens under the slogan “Protect your areas by vour
selves.”
Promote fire prevention and safety measures
Considering that house fires make up the majority of all
fires and victims of house fires are mostly old people, the
city seeks to improve effective fire prevention in homes
and implement safety measures in cooperation with local
welfare offices
Fostering a stronger fire brigade

In order to deal with various disasters adequately and
swiftly, the city fosters a strong fire brigade by studying
extensive disaster prevention skills and teaching
effective fire skills to the fire fighters.
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Develop a city where everyone can enjoy a safe and
comfortable life

Kumamoto City has sister city relationships with Guilin,
China, San Antonio, US.A., and Heidelberg, Germany, and
continues to expand its circle of friendship with other
countries while encouraging active educational, cultural
and economic exchange programs.

Coordinators for International Relations visit elementary
schools and conduct activities that promote international
understanding. In the future, based on 'Kumamoto City's
Globalization Policy," the city will focus on its own and its
citizens' development with the goal of meeting the needs
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School visit by a Coordinator for International Relations
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of an international society, and aiming for everyone to
enjoy a safe and comfortable life.

Kumamoto City International Center

The International Center, the base of international
exchange in Kumamoto, provides an information corner
for foreign residents with domestic and foreign
magazines, newspapers, and TV programs, and offers
consultation services for people interested in studying
abroad or acquiring information about foreign countries.
This Center plays an important role in facilitating
communication between foreign residents and local
citizens.
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A Guide 1o Kumamoto City l %

Administration and Life




14 & Guide o Kumamoro Ciry
Administration and Life

-
'
C4

EBORFRES
ST

Mo EEEAE
1O WRMETH VIl O

Aid & Xy LFHo sl 50

) Holif, ALFEOTHIINTS
AR E LT HMICAEHT A L
HHELTVET,

Land register survey

The national basic land survey is used for many
purposes, including security of citizens' property,
advanced land utilization, community development policy,
and primary land information.
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Residence display projects

The displaying of a residence's number, which is
generally more understandable than the land number,
will make identification easier.
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Land register survey
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Comprehensive health care systems

Kumamoto City is promoting health and welfare
measures which will enable citizens to lead long, healthy,
and purposeful lives.

The "Healthy City" declaration of 1979 reflects city
administration's goal of citizen health and October 1 has
been "Citizens Health Day" since a municipal ordinance
was enacted in 1986.

In March 2002, the city formed a master plan called

"Healthy Kumamoto 21" with guiding principles for raising

citizens' health care awareress, and promoting proper
social environments where citizens have access to health
care in homes, schools, offices. and other communities.
Public Health Centers

Public Health Centers deal with various health projects
which enhance medical services, provide quolity control
for safe medicine, prepare for emergency
medical treatment, In offer health risk
management systems, ensure food, clothing
and shelter, consultation about animals, and
prevent tuberculosis, AIDS and other
contagious diseases.

Health Welfare Centers

The health welfare centers in Kumamoto
City serve as jases for the support of citizens'
health by planning the improvement of health
welfare services via various kinds of
visitation. They also provide general
consultation about health and welfare
questions, and support nursing care
insurance and in-home care for the elderly
and the handicapped.

Their main projects are the following:
(Mother and child health)

They offer various physical checkups such
as for 18-month olds and 3-year olds, as well
as consultation regarding child-care and
classes for mothers
(Dental health)

Their aim is to prevent tooth decay and
other periodontal diseases.

(Diet counseling)

They provide diet counseling services and
classes to assist citizens in maintaining well-
balanced diets and leading healthy lives.
(Adult health)

Health classes and counseling services are
provided for the prevention of lifestyle
related  diseases, and functional training
projects are conducted in order to prevent
patients from becoming bed-ridden.
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Land register survey

The national basic land survey is used for many
purposes, including security of citizens' property,
advanced land utilization, community development policy,
and primary land information.
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Residence display projects

The displaying of a residence's number, which is
generally more understandable than the land number,
will make identification easier.
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Comprehensive health care systems

Kumamoto City is promoting health and welfare
measures which will enable citizens to lead long, healthy,
and purposeful lives.

The "Healthy City" declaration of 1979 reflects city
administration's goal of citizen health and October 1 has
been "Citizens Health Day" since a municipal ordinance
was enacted in 1986.

In March 2002, the city formed a master plan called

"Healthy Kumamoto 21" with guiding principles for raising

citizens' health care awareress, and promoting proper
social environments where citizens have access to health
care in homes, schools, offices. and other communities.
Public Health Centers

Public Health Centers deal with various health projects
which enhance medical services, provide quolity control
for safe medicine, prepare for emergency
medical treatment, In offer health risk
management systems, ensure food, clothing
and shelter, consultation about animals, and
prevent tuberculosis, AIDS and other
contagious diseases.

Health Welfare Centers

The health welfare centers in Kumamoto
City serve as jases for the support of citizens'
health by planning the improvement of health
welfare services via various kinds of
visitation. They also provide general
consultation about health and welfare
questions, and support nursing care
insurance and in-home care for the elderly
and the handicapped.

Their main projects are the following:
(Mother and child health)

They offer various physical checkups such
as for 18-month olds and 3-year olds, as well
as consultation regarding child-care and
classes for mothers
(Dental health)

Their aim is to prevent tooth decay and
other periodontal diseases.

(Diet counseling)

They provide diet counseling services and
classes to assist citizens in maintaining well-
balanced diets and leading healthy lives.
(Adult health)

Health classes and counseling services are
provided for the prevention of lifestyle
related  diseases, and functional training
projects are conducted in order to prevent
patients from becoming bed-ridden.
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Kumamoto City Hospital
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Kumamoto City Hospital
The principle philosophy of Kumamoto City Hospital is:

"To provide the best medical service based on the spirit

of benevolence and love in close cooperation with citizens."
As the municipal medical care base, it has 25 special
departments and 552 beds including 12 beds for those
with infectious diseases, and provides 24-hour service,
including emergency treatment. It also actively promotes
pioneering medical treatments by medical specialists to
treat malignant tumors, heart disease and other
specialized medical problems, and also plays an important
role in newborn medical care and medical treatment for
mother and child.

(Community welfare)

Public Welfare Corporation: Human Life

For senior citizens and the mentally and physically
challenged, comprehensive home help services are
offered. It is specified as the nursing insurance service
office and provides welfare services such as day care
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services and at-home bathing services.

Senior Citizens' Welfare Centers

They provide special services for senior citizens, welfare
counseling services and also promote residents' welfare
and communication activiti The city established one
center in each the south, east and center of Kumamoto to
contribute to local welfare improvement

Social Welfare Council

The city encourages the local people to participate in
community welfare activities and volunteer activities.
The city-founded “Lively Citizen Welfare Fund” assists

various organizations and groups which carry out
community welfare activities.
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Sanitary systems

To protect citizens from harm and ensure a comfortable
and safe environment, the city is strengthening the
monitoring systems which watch businesses by requiring
hygiene improvement, and supports their self-
management systems.

For citizens to solve hygienic problems in daily liues by
themselves, the city provides sanitation counseling, local
food bazaar lectures and other specific administrative
services for hygiene improvement.

The Center Prevention of Cruelty to Animals provides
services for preventative measures against hydrophobia,
behavioral training classes for dogs, mobile classes
regarding the protection of animals, and telephone
consultation about animals, etc. Environmental hygiene
project offices provide free services for rat and harmful
insect extermination and also promote to eradicate weeds
in empty lots.

Public cemetery, funeral hall
The city manages seven municipal cemeteries and one
charnel house. The funeral hall offers wake and funeral
services, and provides service that doesn't contribute to
environmental pollution and that endeavors to exist in
harmony with the surrounding environment.
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The city enacted "The Children's Charter" for the
coming generations. The "Angel Fund" subsidizes various
child care support groups and their activities, and child
support allowances and many other initiatives are
promoted.

Nursery schools

There are 128 certified nursery schools which exist to
aid in child raising for mothers who can't take care of
their children at home because they work or for other
reasons. Infant care, care for challenged children and
other special care services are also provided in order to
meet the various needs of guardians.

Single parent support facilities
The city established two facilities to support and assist
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single parent families in becoming independent.
Single parent welfare center

This center provides various counseling services,
technical education courses, and other child care projects.
Children's halls
The city provides 13 children's halls and centers for kids
who have little opportunity to play with others. They can
use these facilities as playgrounds and learn the rules for
and fun of playing with others.
Maternity facility
The Kumamoto City Maternity Hospital provides
reasonably priced services for expectant and nursing
mothers who have financial difficulties.
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Services for senior citizens

The city is improving and expanding community
support systems to enable senior citizens to lead healthy
and fulfilling lives. In addition, care facilities are provided
to meet the needs of the elderly who cannot take care of
themselves in their own homes.
Care insurance system
This system's basic principle is to "provide services for
senior citizens to become self-supporting and to maintain
their dignity. " Various care services are provided so that

users can choose the service they want to receive.
The care insurance plan covers people over 40 years of
age.

To receive these services, one first has to be officially
designated as being in need of care. As of March 2003,
about 18800 of 116,000 senior citizens were officially
acknowledged as requiring care, and are under care at
home or the care of insurance facilities.
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Eastern Good Friendship Center
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Health and welfare for the challenged

Based on the Kumamoto City plan for the challenged,
the city designs and promotes a pleasant environment
where everyone's abilities to participate equally in
society should be respected.
1. Improve a society of mutual understanding and
social activities for the challenged

In order to create a society without discrimination or
prejudice, the city improves facilities for communication,
and provides information for human rights education to
foster mutual understanding.

2. Support of a normal life in one's community

The city works to improve the environment and
services that enable challenged people to live normal
lives in their communities and take part in society.

3. Health and medical services

The city prepares health and medical service systems
and rehabilitation facilities for prevention of disease,
early diagnosis and early treatment.

4. Create communities of warmth and safety

The city makes efforts to create warm and safe
communities in every way, such as by introducing
universal designs.

5. Support systems for lifelong education

The city prepares an educational environment and
special staff for challenged children to utilize with their
abilities and take part in the community throughout their
lives.

6. Helping the challenged

To enable challenged people to be self-sufficient and
make the best use of their abilities in society, the city
supports them to work, enjoy sports, participate in
cultural activities, and have access to easier
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Public assistance

Public assistance secures the minimum standard of
living for the poor and also helps them to become self-
supporting. In 2002, public assistance was applied to
6,665 households: 9312 citizens (i.e. 13.96%) were
protected. Eight public assistance categories include
livelihood assistance, educational assistance, housing
assistance, and medical assistance, and a great number
of elderly households receive assistance. Reflecting
complicated social conditions, recipients' needs are
diverse. The welfare office is making great efforts to
meet these needs and give advice that helps citizens to
become self-supporting.
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farmers, are covered by National Health Insurance as of
March 2003. With an increasing aged population and
medical expenses, city budgets are still tight. Therefore,
the city is taking measures to improve the insurance
payment rate, promote properly priced medical fee
projects, and support medical checkup subsidy projects.
National Pension

In 2002, the number of national pension recipients was
99,089, and the total recipient amount was 61.0 billion
ven.

The city promotes a pleasant civic life by spreading
information about the national pension system. The city
wants its citizens to know that everybody has pension

rights, as pension is preparation for one's old age. The
city also offers insurance fee exemption and other
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7. Provide information

.E/ﬁ{%ga)qklﬂ (1A% National Health Insurance

232,597 citizens, 35% of the total population of the city,

7 D ff.fjé%; [‘X] D i '9]_0 i f:\ H:E}};"j'é'ﬂ In order to communicate necessary information P many of whom are pension recipients, self-employed or counseling services.
: 5 . properly, the city works to improve informational 8,052 7.591
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An Exchange of views with Dr. Steve A. Halls, Director,

5[) 4'““()5 ‘l’ |_f!54\ Ih P’“iﬁ;{/j\ mﬁ'U United Nations Environment Programme, International H

Environmental Technology Centre (UNEP_IETC)
ZHEL L7z,
Fro, COEBNICKOERESNIE BHES] 217w, liRED/N—hF— S ZHEDTVE T,
2 REUERARIHEIC B VTR, R - F ¥y 7 & B BRETR AT W) & R A9 L2 i Tz, LHRHREN S ORI
< E% . AROZRENORDAAEHE  ELTVET. . RELICRE LRI 5 B & 9 ISR Eeology education and guidance vk togetter
/ PEDTH Y RERAIC T 223585 Eo, VRIS L7 TR / BT, BEGRBHLIEED TS gromvesapessiil and plossert natore] snsiroament.

The city is promoting eco-dfriendly lifestyles and cars to
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| The city has completed surveillance systems for air and
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pollution levels of dioxin and other toxic substances, and
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N | Basic  environment ordinance and a “Environmental Protection City Declaration”
comprehensive environmental plan and “Kumamoto Appeal”
I The city enacted a “Kumamoto City Basic To preserve its natural springs and beautiful greenery
Environment Ordinance” in 1988 to confirm the idea for future generations, the city issued an “Environmental
that every citizen has the right to enjoy a confortable life Protection Declaration” in September of 1995, and is
in a clean environment. actively promoting environmentally safe activities
| Based on the ordinance, the city drew up a second through partnerships with citizens.
comprehensive environment plan that prescribes the aim The “Kumamoto International Urban Environmental
and the means for citizens, enterprises and Conference” was held in 2002, and adopted the “Kumamoto
administrators to promote environmentally-safe activites. Appeal,” a declaration to form a partnership with all
il nations and regions in order to sustain the earth's
i
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Preserve and promote greenery

To preserve its greenery and revive forest resources, the
city designates precious green belts as environmental
protection zones. Mt. Tatsuda and Mt Kinbosan are
known as recreational nature areas to relax in within the
city. The city promotes an enchanting atmosphere city
by planting trees and flowers along roads and around
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public facilities.
According to the "New Century Soseki Forest Project,’
the city supports tree and hedge planting on privately
owned land, and also promotes tree-planting campaigns
in  cooperation with citizens, enterprises and
administration.
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Boulevard trees in front of the Kumamoto Prefectural Theater
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To protect our treasure of groundwater
Groundwater is a precious treasure which supports our
everyday lives, city activities, farming, industry and
everything else. To preserve citizens' common property,
groundwater, Kumamoto takes steps to conserve this
resource.

To ensure the water supply

Groundwater, as well as springs, show a tendency to
decrease in the long run. To ensure the groundwater
supply, the city promotes development programs and
manmade cultivation projects utilizing farmlands. Such
programs contribute to reducing water use, effective
rainwater use, and other methods of protecting the water
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supply.
To ensure water quality
Periodic analysis of rivers, seas and groundwater is
conducted to monitor any changes in the watar quality.
The city controls factories' and industries' drainage
systems to improve the quality of water and takes
measures to purify polluted groundwater.
To establish wide-area protection systems
Working together with the city, its surrounding 15
municipalities’ related organizations and the "Kumamoto
Groundwater Fund," local residents, businesses and
upper-and-lower reaches of local governments have
unified to promote groundwater protection projects.
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Ordinance to create a clean city

In April 2000, the "Kumamoto Ordinance to Create a
Clean City" was impiemented to beautify the city.
Industries provide garbage collection containers for can
and other garbage to prevent people from littering. The
city supports citizens' clean-up activities. Local residents,
industries and municipal adminstration have joined
hands to create a clean city.

To create a "recycling society in harmony with
its surroundings”

To reduce household waste and promote recycling, the
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city has introduced support systems for purchasing
garbage compost containers and electric garbage disposal
machines and emphasizes a subsidy system for group
collection.

At the recycling information plaza, various recycling
lectures and flea markets are offered to increase the
recycling awareness of citizens.

The city also gives individual instructions and
suggestions on garbage reduction ideas to large waste
producers.
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Neighborhood cleaning
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General waste

The city had been building a new landfill site next to
the old one, and opened it last June.

Following the C N G trucks in 2002, the city will
introduce ten L. P G ecofriendly garbage trucks this
year.

While listening to the voices of citizens, the city is
working to make a waste treatment plan that aims to
decrease waste and improve the recycling of waste by
year 2010.

Industrial waste

Under the principle that companies are responsible for

OUGIDA environmental center
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the treatment of the waste theyv discharge, the city
patrols and checks companies' waste production and
disposal.

Measures against illegal disposal of wastes

To prevent illegal disposal of wastes the city patrollers
watch over the rounds.

Measures to prevent illegal used car dumping

In April 2002, the city council enacted the "Kumamoto
City Ordinance Preventing Illegal Dumping of Used
Cars." The city clears out dumped cars and fines the
owners.
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