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Message from the Mayor

In addition to being naturally endowed with an abundant supply of ground water as well as a wealth of foliage, Kumamoto City, with a
population of about 670,000, is also home to numerous cultural heritage sites, including the cherished Kumamoto Castle. Having
inherited traditional Japanese culture, the city continues to develop as the hub of Central Kyushu. Fully utilizing those local assets, we
are currently striving to make Kumamoto City ‘The Best City to live in all of Japan.’

With this in mind, we are considering that the next few years will be the most crucial period for the future development of our city.

First and foremost, the city will continue to work on a municipal merger with Tomiai-machi and hand-in-hand discuss with surrounding
municipalities who envision a Greater Kumamoto City Area Administration in order to be granted with the status of an “Ordinance-
designated City.” One of our goals is to achieve these mergers with possible neighbor municipalities and become an “Ordinance-
designated City” in two years time before the deadline stipulated by the Special Mergers Law. We aim to make Kumamoto the hub of
Central Kyushu and even East Asia.

Another goal that the city has been working on is to accommodate the opening of the Kyushu Shinkansen Bullet Train Kagoshima Route,
which is scheduled to begin its operation in 2011. Major projects include the development of the Kumamoto Station East Area and
improvement of the transit system between downtown and the station by creating more attractions in such areas as downtown,
Shinmachi, Furumachi and Kumamoto Station. In order to achieve this goal, we will collaborate with citizens and work on every project
stipulated in the City Center Development Plan. Above all, we will accelerate two private-initiated redevelopment projects in Hanabata
and Sakuramachi areas, as well as develop more attractions in the Shinmachi and Furumachi areas, which would create an old castle
town ambience. It is my hope that we can collaborate with local citizens on this new development and revitalize many aspects of our
city.

Moreover, the reconstruction of the Honmaru Goten Great Reception Hall will be completed during the Castle’s 400th anniversary
festival finale *Epilogue--to the Future.® I hope that many people will enjoy the newly added magnificence of the Kumamoto Castle
after the dedication. This will also give us an opportunity to share an intriguing “Castle Town Kumamoto” with the rest of Japan as
well as the world, and it is our hope that many people, not only from Japan but also from around the globe, will visit our city.

Last but not least, I hope that this 2008 Edition of the Kumamoto City Handbook will help you better understand our goals and general
approach as the city government.

April 2008

N eI PAR- Seishi Kohyama, Mayor, Kumamoto City
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Protect our natural environment of pure springs and beautiful greenery
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