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City symbol

This symbol is the first syllable "Ku"
of "Kumamoto," and is derived from
how it is written in the Japanese
Hiragana alphabet. The thick curving
line represents the power of
Kumamoto City which leaps towards
the future in harmony with its people.
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Kumamoto Castle has been called Ginkgo
Castle and the citizens of Kumamoto have
deep affection for this tree. Ginkgo trees are
strong and have long lives, and line the
streets of the city. They are beautiful with
their characteristic conical forms, green shade

Al GhA - aligE - s - it
Kumamoto City (tree, flower, bird, song) Table of Contents
FHIZdH Tz T

A message from the mayor

Population

EARE - LbbeFEBEC T &

Basic principle, Happiness Kumamoto
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Create a society where citizens shine and respect each other's rights.
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Create a society which protects fundamental human rights
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Create gender equality
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Create a civic life in which people understand each other
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Improve health and welfare systems
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Create healthy lifestyles

in spring and golden leaves in fall.
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Create satisfactory health and welfare service systems
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Improve sanitary systems
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Improve child care support
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Improve public assistance for senior citizens
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Improve public assistance for the handicapped
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Effective application of the social security system
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Protect our natural environment
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Preserve greenery and promote tree planting
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Conserve our water resources
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Reduce waste and promote recycling
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Promote proper garbage disposal
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Promote an achve and vital industry and economy
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Encourage new industries.
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Secure employment opportunities and create a pleasant work environment
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Promote commercial and service activities
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The Higo Camellia has been protected under

‘the patronage of the domain of Hosokawa

since the Edo period (1600~1868). Tt has
flourished thanks to efforts by temples and
shrines. baronial families, and peony fanciers.
Its refined simplicity, light colored petals,
single blossom, and gold and silver stamen
swollen in the center with vivid color are
widely loved.
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Promote industrial growth
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Promote tourisi and conventions
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Strengthen the base for small and midsize company management
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Promate agriculture
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Promote fisheries
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Maintain safe and accessible infrastructure
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Upgrade urban infrastructure
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Establish comprehensive traffic systems
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Maintain orderly urban arcas
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Maintain roads
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Provide good housing
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Maintain parks and greenery
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Stable supply of city water
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Promote flood prevention measures
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' Strengthen disaster prevention systems
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- Promote education, culture and sports
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The Japanese great titmouse's full length is
about 145 cm. It sings beautiful and clear
songs, and cats many harmful insects. People
love the hird because it protects greenery. It
inhabits the Kimpo, Tatsuda and Takuma
mountains and woods. The titmouse with its
distinctive white chest painted with black ties
can been seen throughout the year.
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A message from the Mayor

Kumamoto City is blessed with not only a natural environment of
rich greenery and crystal-pure springs, but also with centuries-old
traditions and culture. As the prefecture's central city with a
population of 660.000 people, Kumamoto City has grown remarkably
as a "city with a comfortable quality of life" , and provides a variety
of needed urban services.

Kumamoto Castle, a valuable cultural heritage and the pride of its
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citizens, is in the process of bringing a new charm to the city as it
nears its 400th birthday in 2007. Its restoration work is well
underway with the support of all citizens.

However, a rapidly decreasing birth rate, an aging society, global-
scale environmental problems and other significant social changes
around us have presented new issues to deal with.

At a time like this, I believe that humanity and generosity, such as

"consideration of others' and "aesthetic appreciation,” will play an
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important role in resolving these problems.

Based on this principle, T go hand in hand with the citizens of
Kumamoto and devote all my energy to realizing "Yoka People, Yoka
City and Yoka Living" to ensure that residents feel happy about
being born and living in Kumamoto
I sincerely hope that this "Kumamoto City Outline 2002" will help
you better understand our current situation with an eye on the
future

March 2002  Kumamoto City Mayor YASUYUKI MISUMI



LOCATION AND CLIMATE
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Kumamoto City is situated in the middle of Kyushu Island, at a latitude of 32° 48 North
and 130° 42' East, in the northwest part of Kumamoto Prefecture.

Its natural features include the highest peak of the Kimpo mountain range, from which
the Tatsuda mountain range stretches to form a plateau. It is in the central part of the
Kumamoto Plain, which spreads from the eastern outskirts of Mt. Aso to the southern
delta of Shirakawa River,

With the Kimpo mountain range stretching to the Ariake Sea, Kumamoto has an inland-

basin climate. Temperature swings can be large,with a rapid shift from winter to spring
and a typically long summer.
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POPULATION

In 1889, when Kumamoto adopted a modern municipal system, the population of
Kumamoto City was 42725 (as of December 1889). Since then, the city has
continued to grow by incorporating neighboring communities and promoting
urbanization. In 1977 the population exceeded 500,000 and in 1991 the city
incorporated four Houtaku counties and its population reached 627,568, making it
the 15th largest city in Japan.
According to the results of a national census taken in 2000, Kumamoto City's
population statistics indicated 205,000 people in the eastern part, 126,000 people in
the northern part, 114000 people in the southern part, 74000 people in the
western part and 141,000 people in the central part. The population in the center
and the west have decreased.
Urban population

Urban areas' population is 787,960 as of October 2000 (2000 National Census).
accounting for 424% of the total population of Kumamoto Prefecture, and its
population growth rate is 2.3%.
Since 1955's national census, population has increased by about 40000 people
every five years, but from 1995~2000 growth was only by 18,000 people.
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The city of Kumamoto is making every effort to protect and
raise awareness of human righ seryone shall be cquul]y
respected and belong to soc e city promotes gender
equality so both men and women can take part in society and
share responsibilities.
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Create a society where citizens shine
and respect each other's rights
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Create a civic life in which people

The city is strengthening its fire pn\umun and EMETEENCY. reste
systems, improving traffic saf 1§ S

eating a friendly community where information can be €3
both domestically and internationally.
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Appreciating our responsibility to present and future
generations, the city tries to prevent air pollution and other
environmental deterioration from occurring, conserve precious
ground w @ romote pr uer wasle disposal
ng environment.

d to promote
recycling and the effective use of natural nd energy
to ensure that the city remains both livable Anfl surrounded h\
naturc.
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In order to expand citizens' employment apportunities, the city
e productivity of commerce, agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and lourism indu and to promote high-tech
industry through extensive sharing of information, technology
and manpower.

The city also introduces enterprises with pote growth,
such as information, hez alth and welfare, envin nt, and
biotechnology to meet the current demands and to attract more
business to the city
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The city is improving nm,pmumm and infrastructure,
housing, r and sewage fa

facili Hrmln,; the e
improve daily life and protect against natural disasters.
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Improve the health and welfare system
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Protect our natural environment
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Promote flourishing industry
and a vital economy
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Maintain safe and
accessible infrastructure
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Promote education, culture and sports
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Human rights education

The 21st century is the "Human Rights Century
We all want to live happily and our fundamental
human rights are guaranteed by the constitution.
However, issues of human rights, including
women, children, the aged, the handicapped and
others, still exist and must immediately be solved.
The city drew up "Human Rights in Kumamoto
City" to create an open-minded city where
everyone's rights are respected. To give actual
examples, the city provides training workshops,
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lecture meetings and human rights fairs, and also
puts emphasis on citizens' education through

"Human Rights in Everyday Lives," a section of a

monthly newsletter.

AFE%E% Human rights lecture
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Gender equality

According to gender equality principles, the city
promotes equality for men and women, respect
for each other's rights and the development of
evervone's full potential. The city also increases
citizens' awareness of basic human rights in
households, workplaces and communities.
Comprehensive women's center

As the base for self-supporting social activities
as well as for cultural promotion and exchange,

the center provides lectures and seminars to
solve many problems relating to women. It also
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2001 Kumamoto Gender Equality Forum

%&UTRimﬁm-iﬁ@mﬁ&
LT MEERD & C MEO I
o E a3 F— 0. M
REORE, TH CCRGEDFE1T
STWET, F2, aiclT518
WAE - L. Kok Eh%
BELTwET,
HrmAttry—

B F Bt S o FEHICT 7
LI E DAL TR & BE DT 3T % SR
L. 72301k - HFEom FICET 5
WA REL TV ET,

provides counseling rooms and designs activities
that support mothers raising children. The city
gathers and provides information regarding
women's issues.
Working women's center

This center enables women to secure
employment opportunities and helps them to
manage both work and family. To realize gender
equality, it also provides cultural and educational
classes to improve society.
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Citizen group activity support lecture
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In order to create communities of warmth, the
city supports neighborhood club activities and
citizens' self-governed activities, and also provides
facilities for these activities,
Neighborhood Clubs

There are 715 neighborhood clubs which
enhance living environments and provide welfare
activities for the community. The city provides
subsidies and holds training workshops for
leaders.
Community committees and study circles

As of September 2001, 52 citizens groups
(community committees and study circles) have
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Kumamoto City Ezu Community Center
Inauguration Ceremony
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been organized based on elementary school
districts. Through these groups, local color is
accentuated and independent community
development occurs.
The city supports these activities by assisting
with activity fees, introducing advisers, providing
venues, and holding leaders' training workshops.
Community Centers

Community centers form the base of these
activities. Various self-governed activities include
volunteer and local health welfare activities in
the community.
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Neighborhood club leaders training
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Consumer Seminar
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Consumer centers deal with various educational
projects, including consumer seminars and mobile
lectures. and policies related to consumer
protection, such as gathering and providing
information regarding consumer life and
educating consumer groups.
Consumer life guidance corner

Guidance corners respond to citizens with
complaints and inquiries.
Weighing administration

According to the weighing rule, the city carries
out regular scale site checks, gives guidance, and
raises awareness to ensure that proper weighing
is done.
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Traffic safety projects

In order to improve traffic manners, the city
arranges traffic safety education for senior
citizens, children, and students, provides traffic
instructors to guide pedestrians and others to
coordinate publicity activities, and plans each
season's road safety campaign.
It also provides traffic safety equipment,
including road reflecting mirrors and footmarks.
Bicycle projects

The city provides instruction on parking
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manners, specifies illegal parking areas, transfers
and keeps illegally parked bicycles, and maintains
parking facilities.
Traffic accident victim relief projects

The city administers an aid fund and runs a
counseling clinic for children whose parents were
traffic accident victims.
Crime prevention projects

The city promotes community safety activities
and supports and cooperates with each district's
crime prevention association and related groups.
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Traffic safety lesson
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Traffic safety training fair

KUMAMOTO

SHISEI-YORAN

11

el
i



%

pms

e e

s S

~

LA EODHD DANE VDB

HWEEOME R

— - o ednigeiag] S
i
»y an SERS - BERBHAH D3R E W=
B KRB B IR,
Qo Qo
= RS L &L BT, HIBIZ I =
—_ LoH "'ijlf"j957‘77° MERT T — .
(« & &
= W BB HE N OB EE 0)1%51 2 A W
D 7 1T EOEIHIELE B L e N |2
un = . P B 22 2
on e } / Ak T o 2B - :chcfg:kwjmfu@ /3 SR
® S WEIC Y MATHE T, ¥ . | =
= - SRR R DR R \ =
- E 85 O i LT T % T BB R O B
= — S - . |
= AT O ME B % e B L b2, > Je = T
T " - = e
o I II’!]‘ {1 By & B 25 o0 4 i & 1X) o EEEREC K DFREHR
o‘- R 7(% ” Eji F’J}i & Q_«E”_J_ Z8ira 8 School visit by a Coordinator for International Relations
= it e | O = Fars 2 - i = x ’
TN 7 = T A (e 72 6 A D fifE 7. % BT | EFHEICHILTDATLD, &5 BAbigsl ] 22k, Thae s oEpE
ct ‘ e 2 | 3 VL A = e s
g \ WL £ ! 3<b HEIHELAATC D, E55¢
) L TR A . " = 5 SEE
- £ :  HPADEERIAFIE z bk, H 37 Y b=l A4 DA RBIEELTOETT,
: B G L R 4842 12 S .
= KBUBESEE - BFRR S B HIE T B o FN N 2 O - TR & 1L BEATH RIS R
50 - ® iF -SRI R ke = 68 HE AT Rk D =4y - o . " o~
= ol [ 144 131 7o, AR (IJWJ 4\ . B SRR ) FHEANE E ORI T E AED [l][l"‘;u,,bv)-}ﬂ. HTH B EELRE
(] L 130 Al L) VR =T Q 2z O U3 A : —
:é 135 S4B P & DEHER D, HAK - BB » < —%{ &, XAt. Tfi({fcﬁ}ir =FESE 00 ik, EN MRS, #k. 7L
.~ ﬂ)mwﬂoni;mzrmmua«aﬁutL I, g <, WRAEHRAERL T T, f«—z X ZAERESME A~ — |
m ) S LN = g
Pt l
2 S hen fi g S 72, TAYA, FA 2. HE, Y Aa—F—R, WSS deihs
< Strengthen fire prevention and emergency Maintenance of fire prevention and 0 =4 SIS 1% 3 - 3 <
% skl it e o 75 v A6 ERE L -EEAGE A WEIZOWTOMBREROZED D
— The city provides information and education The city puts fire stations and branch stations as fete INFEREER ] 7 & o [EI B B L TEA
5 about fire prevention and emergency rescue, and the bases for fire prevention activities, and g J\ {. kaJ l” o 0)1 I ﬂ ffJH Tﬁ— - @J '”L‘/H [A t lht\‘ }‘ ? AMLG) }‘ f ’
= ])F'mnou‘s \'ulnmgu‘ Fire Corps, volunteer maintains mobile fire vehicles and equipment in =24 7& ﬁ- o CVA i é_ /l\fili [ﬁt' ‘Aﬁ? [*l T i ';—'7
o disaster prevention clubs and emergency order to take immediate and appropriate steps to R
= volunteers. In addition, it arranges other deal with outbreaks of fires and emergencies. =3 Educate the citizens and city to meet the needs "Kumamoto City's Globalization Policy," the city ‘
oW activities to raise citizens' awareness and Preparation of wide-area fire prevention "5 of an international society will  focus 0;1‘ its 0“'-;\ and il‘f\'. citizens'
(':D involvement. In order to deal Wit‘.h large-scale and special f R Kumamoto City has established sister city development with the goal of meeting the needs
= dlsagtgrs. Kumamoto City cooperates with otl}cr ‘ relationships with Guilin, China, San Antonio, of an international society in mind.
g mllmc_lpal_ fire headquarters :fnd fire prevention | US.A. and Heidelberg, Germany, and continues to Kumamoto City International Center
oa (?rgan}zatlons_ to strengthen its rescue systems w expand its circle of friendship with other The International Center, the base of
g covering a wide area. ‘ countries while encouraging active educational, international exchange in Kumamoto, provides
| cultural and economic exchange programs. domestic and foreign magazines, newspapers, and
s a ! p
S5 ‘ Coordinators for International Relations from TV programs for foreign residents, offers
| = ‘ America, Germany, China and France live in consultation services for people interested in
[ C{B | Kumamoto and visit elementary schools to lead studying abroad, and plays an important role in
| | activities  that  promote  international facilitating communication between foreign
% understanding. In the fumnf:. based on residents and local citizens.
| .2 EFSTRSER
§} International Center
==
®
145}
ZANARRER
1 285 Gran
KUMAMOTO 1 g
SHISEI-YORAN




LAPEODI

MEERE

[H o lft#mdscd . R E
DOfR4IE D & X ) LHFIH o R EEAL,
5oL YV Eojik, ALFEXEOL
Hoioxd 2 ALEEER L LCTE HIC
FERATALEHMELTET,

Land register survey

The national basic land survey is used for many
purposes, including security of citizens' properties,
advanced land utilization, community
development  policy, and primary land
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Residence display projects
The displaying of the residence's number, which

is generally more understandable than the land
number, will make identification easier.

@é@@% Dental checkup

|

information.
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Comprehensive health care systems various health services. The city also provides
With a rapidly decreasing birth rate and an general counselors and care insurance advisers to
aging society, Kumamoto City is taking health answer various health and welfare questions and
and welfare measures to enable citizens to lead supports in-home care.
long, healthy and purposeful lives. The city Main projects are the following:
actively raises citizens' health care awareness, (Mother and child health)
implements various health projects, as well as The city promotes various physical checkups,
promotes comprehensive health care and welfare such as an 18-month-old medical checkup, and
services that citizens can receive in their consultation and education projects.
communities. (Dental health)

The "Healthy City" declartion has been a The aim is to prevent tooth decay and other
municipal administration goal since 1979, and periodontal diseases.
October 1 has been "Citizens Health Day" since a (Diet counseling)
municipal ordinance was enacted in 1986. The city provides diet counseling services and
Public Health Centers classes to assist citizens in maintaining a well-
The city promotes the "Healthy Kumamoto 21" balanced diet and leading healthy lives.
guiding principle to enhance health, ensure food, (Adult health)
clothing and shelter, prepare health risk To prevent acquired diseases, basic checkups,
management systems, provide mental health health eclasses, and counseling services are
welfare and prevent tuberculosis, AIDS and provided. To avoid being bed-ridden, functional
other contagious diseases. training projects are promoted.
Health Welfare Centers

There are five health welfare centers in
Kumamoto City. They act as the bases for

Qo
=
=

o @

=

(q°]

n

un

g

5

(=)

=t

o

>
-
=

=

Q
=

=8

o)

ct

@

=

o]

=3

oV
aQ

@

8

@

=

=

Q

L

&

2.

—
‘q

=]

(D =
© -

n B

(a8

@

H

jab]

B

(=5

]

V]

=]

o

=~

@
i 2

wn

(.

)

L]

E.

=5

=

8

fob)

&

Q

=

5

&
1

0
ﬁ—
A
1]
it
o
11
1k
=
2

EEEEOCHDAIE

Land register survey

1 KUMAMOTO -
SHISEL-YORAN y KUMAMOTO
i SHISEI-YORAN 15




LAPEODI

MEERE

[H o lft#mdscd . R E
DOfR4IE D & X ) LHFIH o R EEAL,
5oL YV Eojik, ALFEXEOL
Hoioxd 2 ALEEER L LCTE HIC
FERATALEHMELTET,

Land register survey

The national basic land survey is used for many
purposes, including security of citizens' properties,
advanced land utilization, community
development  policy, and primary land
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Residence display projects
The displaying of the residence's number, which

is generally more understandable than the land
number, will make identification easier.

@é@@% Dental checkup

|

information.
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Comprehensive health care systems various health services. The city also provides
With a rapidly decreasing birth rate and an general counselors and care insurance advisers to
aging society, Kumamoto City is taking health answer various health and welfare questions and
and welfare measures to enable citizens to lead supports in-home care.
long, healthy and purposeful lives. The city Main projects are the following:
actively raises citizens' health care awareness, (Mother and child health)
implements various health projects, as well as The city promotes various physical checkups,
promotes comprehensive health care and welfare such as an 18-month-old medical checkup, and
services that citizens can receive in their consultation and education projects.
communities. (Dental health)

The "Healthy City" declartion has been a The aim is to prevent tooth decay and other
municipal administration goal since 1979, and periodontal diseases.
October 1 has been "Citizens Health Day" since a (Diet counseling)
municipal ordinance was enacted in 1986. The city provides diet counseling services and
Public Health Centers classes to assist citizens in maintaining a well-
The city promotes the "Healthy Kumamoto 21" balanced diet and leading healthy lives.
guiding principle to enhance health, ensure food, (Adult health)
clothing and shelter, prepare health risk To prevent acquired diseases, basic checkups,
management systems, provide mental health health eclasses, and counseling services are
welfare and prevent tuberculosis, AIDS and provided. To avoid being bed-ridden, functional
other contagious diseases. training projects are promoted.
Health Welfare Centers

There are five health welfare centers in
Kumamoto City. They act as the bases for
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Emergency Outpatient Room
(Kumamoto City Hospital)
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Kumamoto City Hospital is the municipal
medical care base. It consists of 25 special
departments and 556 beds, including 16 beds for
infectious diseases, and actively promotes
advanced. specialized, and pioneering medical
treatments. With today's growing population of
senior citizens, changing disease structure, and
mounting concern regarding medical health,
specialized and advanced medical institutions are
required to meet the needs of citizens. The city
provides various health services adapted to fit
diversified medical demands in locations
convenient to citizens.

It is well supplied with advanced medical
equipment and medical specialists to provide 24-
hour service to treat malignant tumors, heart
diseases and other specialized medical problems.
(Community welfare)

Public welfare corporation: Human Life

For senior citizens and mentally and physically
handicapped people, home helper services are
ffered from the registered home helper list. It is
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specified as the nursing insurance service office
and provides welfare services for senior citizens,
such as at-home bathing services.
Senior citizens' welfare centers

They provide welfare, home help, and welfare
counseling services, and also promote residents'
welfare and communication activities. The city
established three centers in the south, east and
center of Kumamoto to contribute to local
welfare improvement.
Social welfare council

The city supports local welfare improvement
based on warm and supportive human relations
with neighbors. It founded the "Lively Citizen
Welfare Fund" and assists various organizations
and groups which carry out community welfare
activities. It also introduced a volunteer insurance
system to help them perform their activities.

Central welfare center

sua)sAs Arejrues aaoxdur] O‘lOLUQ[UﬂM SS@[HddEH

Sanitary systems

To protect citizens from any harm and ensure a
comfortable and safe environment, the city
strengthens monitoring systems to watch
businesses requiring hygiene improvement, and
supports their self-management systems.

For citizens to solve daily problems by
themselves, the city provides sanitation
counseling, local food bazaar lectures and other
specific administrative services. Environmental
hygiene project offices provide free services for
rat and harmful insect extermination and also
lend lawnmowers.

Public cemetery, funeral hall

The city manages seven municipal cemeteries
and one charnel house.

The funeral hall offers wake and funeral services,
and its modern appearance is in harmony with
the surrounding environment.
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HATEE [FHEVDIEE ] Mobile classes, hand washing guidance

KUMAMOTO

SHISEI-YORAN

17




A4 HDPFE
(ATRER)

Watermelon harvest
(Go-chou nursery school
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The city enacted "The Children's Charter” for
the coming generation. The "Angel Fund"
subsidizes various child care support groups and
their activities, and child support allowances and
many other initiatives are promoted.

Nursery schools

There are 128 certified nursery schools which
meet the needs of working mothers. Baby care,
handicapped child care and other special care
services are also provided and community child
care support projects are promoted.

Single parent support facilities
The city established two facilities to support

and assist single parent families in becoming
financially independent.
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Single parent welfare center

This center provides various counseling services,

technical education courses, and other child care
projects.

Children's halls

The city provides 12 children’s halls and centers
for those who have no opportunity to play with
others. They can use these facilities as
playgrounds and can learn the rules for and fun
of playing with others there.

Maternity facility

The Kumamoto City Maternity Hospital provides
reasonably priced childbirth services for
expectant and nursing mothers who have
financial difficulties.
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Services for senior citizens

The city is improving and expanding
community support systems to enable senior
citizens to lead healthy and fulfilling lives. In
addition, care facilities are provided to meet the
needs of families with difficulty in caring for the
elderly in their own homes.
Care insurance system

This system's basic principle is to provide
services for senior citizens to become self-
supporting and to maintain their dignity. Various
care services are provided so that users can
choose the service they want to receive.
The care insurance plan covers people over 40
vears of age.To receive these services, first one
has to be officially designated as care-needing. As
of March 2001, about 14,000 of 108,000 senior
citizens are officially acknowledged as care
requiring, and about 2,000 private organizations
and care insurance facilities provide these
services.
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Welfare for the handicapped
Based on the following seven main policies
specified in the "Basic Plan for the Handicapped,"
the city designs and promotes welfare projects.
1. To ease the burden of the handicapped
The city provides welfare services and
development counseling corners for handicapped
people.
2. To live a normal live in one's community
The city is expanding home help services for
mentally handicapped people. It provides various
types of assistance, such as counseling services,to
enable them to live normal lives. Additionally, it
is improving welfare service centers,
3. To be self-supporting in society
The city has set up rehabilitation facilities for
mentally handicapped people and similar
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resources for physically handicapped people.
4. For the severely handicapped people
and the aged

For the severely handicapped and the aged, the
city works to ensure facilities for early treatment
and relaxation.
5. For mentally handicapped people

The city is working together with public health
centers to improve welfare support systems.
6. To live together

The city provides information to deepen mutual
understanding and create an open-minded and
unbiased society.
7. To improve the city's environment

The city periodically reviews its roads and
facilities to create a beneficial and pleasant
environment.
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Public assistance
Public assistance secures the minimum standard
of living for the needy and also help them to
become self-supporting. In 2000, public assistance
applied to 6,348 households: 9,036 citizens (i.e.
13.63%) are protected. Eight public assistance
categories include livelihood  assistance,
educational assistance, housing assistance, and
medical assistance, and the great number of
elderly households receives assistance. Reflecting
complicated  social conditions, assistance
recipients needs are diverse. The welfare office is
making great efforts to solve the cause and help
them to become self-supporting,

National health insurance

218,062 citizens, 33% of the total population of
the city, many of whom are pension recipients,
self-employed or farmers, are covered by National
Health Insurance as of March 2001, With an

increasing aged population and medical expenses,
city budgets are still under hard conditions.
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Therefore, the city is taking measures to improve
the insurance payment rate, to promote proper
medical fee projects, and to support massage *
acupuncture © moxibustion treatment subsidy
projects.
National pension

In 2000, the number of national pension
recipients was 90,237, and the total recipient
amount was 53.9 million yen, supporting many
citizens' lives.
The city promotes a pleasant civic life by
spreading information about the national pension
system. The city wants its citizens to know that
everybody has pension rights which are
preparation for one's old age. The city also offers
insurance fee exemption and other counseling
services.
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Basic environmental ordinance and a

comprehensive environmental plan

To solve today's environmental problems

and to reduce the stress our activities cause the

environment, we need to review our everyday
lives. In 1988, Kumamoto was the first city to

enact a "Basic Environmental Ordinance." Based
on this ordinance, the city has drawn up a second
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comprehensive environment plan and is now
promoting the planning of detailed environmental
administration to be completed by 2010.

Environmental Protection City Declaration
To preserve its pure springs and beautiful
greenery for the next generation, Kumamoto's
660,000 citizens issued an "Environmental

Protection City Declaration” in September of 1995.
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Anti-pollution education and guidance

Local residents and industries must work
together to preserve a peaceful and pleasant
natural environment.
The city is promoting eco-friendly cars and
sewage-purification systems to preserve the
E’Il\'ir()llllll‘.lll.
The city also gives instructions to factories and
industries  before they complete their
construction to prevent environmental pollution
Environmental pollution monitoring and
providing of information

The city has completed surveillance systems for
air, water and noise, assesses accurate
environmental pollution levels of dioxin and other
toxic substances and provides various
environmental information.
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Environmental information display board
(City Hall's parking entrance)
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Preserve and promote greenery
To preserve rich greenery and create new

"Forest Capital," the city promotes tree and flower

planting activities along roads and around public
facilities. The "New Century - Soseki Forest
Project” and initiatives by local residents are also
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promoting tree and hedge planting campaigns on
privately owned lands.

Precious green belts are designated and
preserved as environmental protection zones.
Many people go to the Mt Tatsuda recreation
space to relax.
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To protect our treasure of ground water
Ground water is the precious treasure which

supports our everyday life, city activities, farming,

industries and all else. To preserve citizens'
common property, ground water, Kumamoto
takes steps to conserve this resource.
To ensure the water supply

Ground water, as well as springs, show a
tendency to decrease in the long run. To ensure
the ground water supply, the city promotes
development programs and man-made cultivation
projects utilizing farmlands. Such programs
contribute to reducing water use, effective
rainwater use, and other methods of protecting
the water supply.
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To ensure water quality

Periodic analyses of rivers, sea areas and ground
water are conducted to monitor any changes in
the quality of water. The city controls factories
and industries’ drainage systems to improve the
quality of water and takes measures to purify
polluted ground water.

To establish wide-area protection systems

Working together with the city, its surrounding
15 municipalities' related organs and the

"Kumamoto Ground Water Fund," local residents,

businesses and upper-and-lower reaches' local
governments are unified to promote ground
water protection projects.

AMOTO

‘ORAN

25




3

B
3
&
&
"

G A

b,

[ 1
5

o

el

Pl e ey

2

KUMAMOTO
SHISEI-YORAN

K ERRCHE NI

BRI RED K

CHDIFEVE %R D 3RH

FER 124 o E b Hi &
L7z TRERIISHO Wil % 8l 5 5
Bl Zrift LELice 3R D
BELZ LT 5 o3 IC L 20|
I G ORE R, FELIEEC S
ARSI AHOXEAE L,
R, FERETEDSHILTITAD
ZOELWHEZRl>TWEE T,
[RIBEAFUCEREM S | DEBE
KIET RO - VA 72 Vol
DT, ETHMER LA & BEIE D

Ordinance to create a clean city without
garbage

In April 2000, the "Kumamoto Ordinance to Cre-
ate a Clean City" was implemented to beautify
the city. Industries provide garbage collection
containers to prevent people from littering with
empty cans and other garbage. The city supports
citizens' clean-up activities. Local residents, indus-
tries and municipal administration have joined
hands to create a clean city.
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To create a "recycling society in harmony
with its surroundings”
To reduce household garbage and promote recy-
cling, the city has introduced support systems for
purchasing garbage compost containers and elec-
tric garbage disposal machines and emphasizes
the subsidy system for group collection.
‘ling information plaza, various recy
cling lectures and flea markets are offered to in-
crease the recycling awareness of the citizens.
The city also gives individual instruction on gar-

bage reduction ideas and suggestion to large
waste producers.
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Flea market
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General waste
In order to follow waste discharge rules, which
control dioxin levels and will be strengthened
after December 2002, the city has improved
incinerating facilities. The current final disposal
reclamation work is expected to be completed by
the end of the 2002 business year, and the city
has started to promote preparation of the next

final disposal areas which will be launched in the
2003 business year. The city also encourages
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private companies to establish recycling facilities.
Industrial waste

Under the principle of "appropriate disposal
systems by discharging industries," the city
monitors industries' and companies' disposal

processes.
Measures to prevent unlawful dumping of
garbage

The city posts patrols to prevent and
immediately detect unlawful dumping of waste.
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Next term's final disposal area
under construction
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Completion plan of next term's final disposal area
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