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Kumamoto City suffered from the Kumamoto Earthquake in 1889, the
Shirakawa River flood in 1953, the Nol0O Typhoon in 1991, and many other
natural disasters
To prevent damage from disasters, the city promotes community disaster
prevention projects, carries out disaster prevention drills, and strengthens
cooperation with disaster prevention and volunteer organizations.

The city also holds open classes on disaster prevention and exhibitions on
protection against disasters to educate citizens about disaster prevention.
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Gymnasium with clubhouse
and martial arts hall

School education

In order to nurture children's individual personalities and raise their levels of
consciousness, the city drew up the educational reform program “Kumamoto
Lively Happy Children Plan” to make new efforts against educational
problems and aim to nourish deep humanity and creativity

O The city promotes human rights education and moral education to foster
hy minds.

O The city makes efforts not only to make inprovements in scholarship but
o to develop a child's personality

The city promotes learning through experience in order to bring up
sensible and socially adjusted students.

<> The city improves training of faculty to raise the quality of their teaching
abilities.

< The city promotes education not only to meet the needs of a changing
internationalized and information-oriented society, but also to bring about an
awareness of environmental problems.

< The city promotes characteristic schools closely related to the communities
by making the most of local talent.

< The city aims to make the improvement of children's health and physical
strength as the sources of vitality.

Educational facilities

To create a comfortable educational environment and nurture physically and
mentally sound students, the city not only provides a diverse educational
structure but also maintains a safe educational environment and
improves school facilities in terms of the needs of the
local people.
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To raise warm-hearted and vigorous youth,
the city promotes social participation and
environmental conservation activities in
cooperation with families, schools and local
communities.

Improve and expand youth activities
To promote social participation activities that
are lacking among vyouth and create
opportunities for youth to come in contact with
other people in the communities, the city
supports various activities such as park
activities and encourages youth exchanges
with other youth in Kyushu or with one of the
sister cities in or out of Japan. The city also
provides base facilities such as the Youth
Center, the Youth Culture Hall, children's hall,
Kimbo Mountain Youth Home, Aso Education
Camp, and after school children’s care clubs for
youth activities.

Establish an appropriate environment
Through family education classes and juvenile
delinquency prevention meetings, the city is
working to improve the educational levels in
homes and communities. The city also
promotes various service activities such as
youth counseling services through "Young
Telephone” or e-mail, juvenile delinquency
prevention activities on the streets, and
environmental preservation activities to young
people in cooperation with communities and
the police.
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Park activity in Kinbo Mountain Youth Home

56 A Guide 10 Kumamoto Ciry
Administration and Life

LG PIEREREY & L U 7ol Ui R

A% AMEF
HAH - Xk - AR—7 DR

& (DHEE

TSRV LOBRERSR

(RERiEY8E) Improve education

Planetarium (Kumamoto Museum)
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An introduction to
Braille and picture books
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Promote life-long learning

In order to foster a society oriented around life-long learning where every
citizen can have opportunities to learn and make the most of the fruits of
learning, the city enacted "Kumamoto City Life-Long Learning Guidelines’,
and is making efforts to achieve the following three main missions.
{Promote a growing tendency of life-long learning by citizens
{Offer learning opportunities and information to meet citizens' needs in
regard to learning.
{lmprove facilities for life-long learning
Public halls

As the base of lifedong learning, there are 15 public halls including the
Central Public Hall. They function as life-long learning facilities, and promote
various activities such as public lectures, including mobile lectures which
support childrens' activities on weekend in cooperation with 429 community
public halls.
Public libraries

Public libraries, including mobile public libraries and 15 public hall libraries,
are equipped with on-line search tools, advanced-booking, and lending
services of about 840000 materials to meet citizens' highly advanced and

diverse demands, a reference service by internet will become available this |
year. They also offer mobile library activities, exhibitions, lectures and movies |
to promote wide reading activities. I
Museum

The Kumamoto City Museum exhibits about 5000 materials on nature,
culture and science and has a planetarium. It provides various educational
classes, special exhibitions, mobile museums, children's science, workshops
and other educational services l
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Traditional handicraft experience during a public hall activity
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Encourage Life-long Participation in Sports

AR—=Y T T AIUFAR

Autumn Sports Festival

I\ A EFERASR  Rubber-ball baseball game for elementary and middle school

students

According to the “Sports City Declaration,” Kumamoto City aims to encour-
age every citizen to lead a healtly and active life by participating in sports.

To increase opportunities for citizens to enjoy sports throughout their lives,
the city promotes life-long sports projects.
1. Provide sports opportunities

The city provides sports leaders' training workshops and all-purpose com-
munity sports clubs in various places and supports their management. The
city encourages participation in sports competitions and supports a wide vari-
ety ol sporting events open to anyone for participation.
2. Make full use of sports facilities

As bases for sports and recreational activities, Hamasen Kenko Park, Nanbu
Comprehensive Sports Center, Takuma Sports Center, indoor pools, baseball
fields, stadiums, martial arts halls, gyms, and other sports facilities are used
by citizens. In the future, the city will improve life-long sports facilities for ev-
eryone's use, and will also promote users' convenience and effective utilization
of facilities.
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‘ 5 8 A Guide to Kumamoto City

D P Bl

AR—Y T T RINFEXRE
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Artistic culture

The city improves and expands artistic culture activities where citizens can
take part and cultivate their aptitude in arts while enjoying them

It also prepares an environment for art culture and supports people who
promote activities to spread Kumamoto's distinct culture throughout the
country
Community culture

Each community center and public center holds various cultural activities.

To cultivate the rich sensibilities of future generations of children in cultural
creation and to enlarge the foundation of an art culture, the city prepares an
"Artistic Culture Mobile Lecture" system that provides concerts and lectures
in schools and communities which feature individuals with artistic potential
who are funded for the development of their talent.
Life culture

The city makes efforts to improve and revitalize life culture activities in
various fields such as culture, economy, environment and education to reflect
local uniqueness.
Human resources

"Kumamoto City's 100th Anniversary Human Resources Fund' was
established by donations from many citizens, and the city has subsidized
training expenses to foster promising leaders in various fields who play active
parts in society.
So far, 151 individuals and groups have received this financial aid.
Contemporary Art Museum, Kumamoto (CAMK)

This modern museum gives citizens a chance to interact with art, promotes
the city's support of citizens' various art activities, provides contemporary art
projects and exhibitions, and enlarges the foundation of an artistic culture
through education and events.
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Contemporary Art Museum, Kumamoto Home Gallery
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Noide-Kasuga Shrine Kagura
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BIETEBEVLEHEFRBIEMEE  Residence of Mr.Janes, teacher at Western Learning School ﬁil;flz_) ﬁ/\ PR LTF T, I\)umamnt()“(,%lsfle restoration work ‘

- 0 Kumamoto Castle had big and small castle towers, 49 turrets, 18 turret gates disaster have been preserved, and in 1960 the big castle tower which serves

and 29 castle gates in its prime, and was once one of the best castles of feudal as Kumamoto Castle's symbol, was rebuilt
Kumamoto City has been blessed with rich nature and historical culture. It J‘”Ml“ Hawever, after Kumamoto Prefecture was established in 1871, tie Currently, fullscale restoration work is underway for the purpose of

{ has many tangible and intangible cultural assets, historic sites, scenic areas, :,:l:]lu((l[[‘l\;rl.:h?l:]\[:ﬂﬂ::l\\ :11’1? 1:;1”;(1);1(11(!11 UULII (”(I,lll”;;”(\ )‘1”113]“7; ‘ “n(.i lm‘,m. ]”! ]f' WW,’;“’EK the "“5‘!" torits !‘(Irrmm' Srate: ’
nattral Soonimenis. wnd! miich oy, e mr(, i ‘l,\kn'(,d nma en Guest Hall, were burned in a lf). _Ot_)/. ]the "l(?()lh VI}L'ZI[ M“v“ Zlvl( castle's construction 1<hg city intends to
historieal and"eultural heriace With the support (lf(][i:(‘”'\ llll);(' buildings and s » walls the 3 o [(.“M\ mvl,l(f.“(:“(m“!fle ‘-() rbm?t the Honmaru Goten Guest Hall, turrets,

designated or registered either g ZeNs, buildings and stone walls that survived the gates, walls and other main buildings.

by the state, prefecture or city.
These are precious properties
handed down from our ancestors.
The city preserves them and
shares them  with future
generations as well as makes the
best use of them in civic life,

Many intelligent individuals have
played active roles in Kumamoto
Currently eight memorial halls
are open to the public so that
visitors can learn about the city's
historical and cultural heritage.
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The home of Suizenji laver
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Existing buildings Buildings to be restored
Important cultural assets Others

= UUto Turret {)Tago Turret @tira Turret (6)Hiragyo Turret 10Sukiyamaru Nikai Olnui Turret @Hyakubun Turret @Hazekata Sankai
@Gennoshin Turret  @Higashi Juhachiken Turret  @Kenmotsu Turret  (MWest Ote Gate Hall @Mototaiko Turret @Takenomaru Gokai Turret

@ Yonken Turret @Kita Juhachiken Turret  (Niibori Turret) 8Hohoate Gate 12West Turret Gate OHitsujizaru Turret Turret @North Great Gate
2Juyonken Turret  @Goken Turret 5Nagabei Wall 9)Main castle tower 3Bagu Turret @©Minami Ote Gate @Honmaru Goten
(3)Shichiken Turret  @Akazu Gate 10Adjoining tower (@Former residence @lidamaru Gokai Turret Guest Hall
of Hosokawa Gyobu OSukivamaru Gokai
Turret

@0nura Gokai Turret
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Mayor Seishi Kohyama
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City Council

HIF=FE KALALRIFHEE
Chairman Furukawa Deputy Chairman Ieiri
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The council is composed of 52 publicly chosen representatives. The breakdown of these representatives is: 19 Liberal Democratic Party, 10 Kumamoto Shimin
Rengo, 7 Citizen Club, 7 Komeito Kumamoto, 3 Japan Communist Party, 3 Kaikaku Forum, 1 Jiyu Club, 1 Shinsei Club, and 1 Ippo no kai. Four ordinary city council
sessions are held annually and when the need arises, extraordinary sessions are held. Internal screening organs include a standing committee, a council steering
committee and a special committee. The standing committee is divided into general affairs, citizen education, health and welfare, environment and city water,
economic and traffic, and construction committees, and is responsible for the business matters of concerned sections and discussions on legislative bills. The steering
committee investigates council administration matters. The special committees are used when the need arises. Currently, special committees for comprehensive city
revitalization, measures to combat the decreasing birth rate and confront the aging society, and for realizing ordinance-designated city systems are used.
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The city actively promotes the supplying of information and the reflection of
citizens' voices in the administration.
<Public relations activities>
PR through various media
The city illuminates municipal government movement and shares local
information through various media, including
monthly city administration news (braille, voice and
enlarged versions are available), an internet
homepage, TV, radio, newspapers, and magazines.
Homepage address:
www.city kumamoto kumamoto.jp
PR through the press

The city actively provides municipal government
information to the press for publicity purposes.
(public hearings * Exchange activities)
The city reflects the senses of the citizens' municipal
government by hearing citizens' individual opinions.
Talk with the mayor

Citizens can meet the mayor and discuss directly
many topics about the city at the Citizens'
Consultation Lounge.
Talk by the mayor

The mayor visits branch offices and city centers to
find out citizens' requests and viewpoints that can
promote a mutual understanding about municipal
government.
Yume or Dream talk

The mayor attends various meetings or assemblies
to discuss the important themes of the municipal
government.
Public comment system

The city publishes municipal viewpoints on citizens'
opinions about the municipal government plans or
ordinances, and promotes the reflection of citizens'
opinions in the administration.
Citizens' voices
The city accepts opinions and suggestions regarding
the city government by letter, fax and email
Email address:

shiminkouryusalon@city kumamoto.kumamoto.jp
Citizens' counseling

The city provides administrative and general
counseling regarding citizens' everyday lives, as well
as special counseling by lawyers and judicial
scriveners.
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HHEAO 1HFH02.4A
24 people/household

2,512 people/square kilometer

FREBE(BEEEER0) 115010

1.1 cars/household (including lightweight vehicles)

R

[T

b

1HIEDEISTA
191 births/day

ZE= I HlEa= 12 8A
12.8 deaths per/day

I A 1HICDE827A

82.7 people move into the city/day

&} 1HICDEBE9A

85.9 people move out of the city/day

1BICDE12.04

12,0 marriages/day

B 8 1HI[CDE45H#

45 divorces/day

B F 1HIC38.3tF

383 crimes/day

XK 1HIC0.56H

0.56 fires/day

lt;Hn(?‘g
e TMRIOSAICTA

EPRE mE1.075AICTA

@B 1HIC15.44%
154 traffic accidents/day

B TA1B011UY L

0.11 liters of alcohol drunk per person/day

One civil servant/105 citizens

One firefighter/1,075 citizens

| I
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KEERE 181 AHED246¢

246 liters of water used per person/day

CHESE 1HICB870h

870 tons of trash/day

ki ME1AZED122697M

122,697 yen city tax/person

mOFE mE1A%D330515H

330,515 yen city budget/citizen

(ACIESRIETR 1 655, PHEETRCEELYITFHEA. ZOMETR5FRE 1 SFEDDRIBE)

Population/budget related information are relevant as of 2004, and other figures are from 2003.
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NE=EICFUE T,

M
2}

Kumamoto's official city song. “Shining City of
Greenery," was created in commemoration of
its municipal system's 100-year anniversary.
Though entries poured in from all over the
country, Seio Fujimoto from Yahata, Kumamoto
City, was chosen to write the lyrics, and the
music was composed by Iruka.

We hope that in the future it becomes familiar
to all citizens as the song of Kumamoto.
embodying the friendly feeling of the city, and
that you have the chance to sing along

someday!
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