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Message from the Mayor

Kumamoto City is blessed with a natural environment of lush greenery and crystal pure springs.

It also possesses an excellent historic heritage, including the highly esteemed Kumamoto Castle.

Kumamoto City inherits rich traditions from a great number of respected forefathers and, with a population of 670,000, is now
developing as the hub of central Kyushu.

As such, the city is making every effort to enhance distinctive projects like the opening of the Kyushu Shinkansen and the transition of

Kumamoto to a government-designated city. The city is currently working in cooperation with Kumamoto Prefecture authority on the
redevelopment of the Kumamoto Station area in preparation for opening the Kyushu Shinkansen in 2011.

In order to successfully transition to a government-designated city, we also set up a committee to conduct research on neighbor
relations and government-designated cities with 15 neighboring municipalities in January 2006.

In addition, we are accelerating restoration of Kumamoto Castle and organizing various commemorative projects for its 400-year
anniversary in 2007. Similarly, we strive to promote local historical achievements to advance the tourism industry and local economy
through citizen and organization involvement.

We sincerely hope that you can utilize this “Guide to Kumamoto City Administration and Life 2006” in order to become more familiar
with the new administrative and development strategies of Kumamoto City.

March 2006
Seishi Kohyama, Mayor, Kumamoto City
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City developmen egies to create a vibrant society
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Projects in different fields
=OFH A=l

L DD 7 M AL A DR

Create a fair and just society where all individuals can shine
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Public relations and open public hearings
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