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28 A Guide 1o Kumamoto City
Administration and Life

KR ERL
' S B D B IR

EIRREEEDHEE

| Promote environmental protection activities
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Basic Environment Ordinance and A Comprehensive

Environmental Plan
To form and keep a comfortable living ul\uunmuu the city enacted a

"Kumamoto City Basic Environments Ordin: nce’ taking a initiative in the

other cities in 1988, and issued an "Eiviromental Protection Declaration” in
September of 1995 to preserve its natural springs and beautiful greenery for
future generation.

Based on the ordinance, in 2001 the city drew up a second comprehensive
environment plan that preseribes the aim for future 10 years and the means
for citizens enterprises and administrators to promote environmental-safe
activities.

Environmental partnerships

To promote the comprehensive environment plan, "Eco-partner Kume imoto’
was formed by citizens, enterprises and administrators in 2002, and holds
environmental fairs with the city. It also holds eco-flea markets, and promotes
the activities such as to preserve natural springs and greenery and to
encourage using a bicycle or public transportations, and consumimg the
productions that are produced in your areas. It also promotes to foster green-
consumers, and to develop environmental teaching materials.
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Ecology education and guidance

To preserve a comfortable and pleasant living environment, it is vital for
local residents and industries to take into consideration the environment each
other. The city is promoting eco-friendly lifestvles and cars to preserve the
environment. The city also gives instructions to factories and industries
before they complete their construction to pvevent environmental pollution.
Environmental pollution monitoring and providing of infomation
The city has completed surveillance systems for air and water quality and
noise levels, test for environmental pollution levels for dioxin and other toxic
substances, and provides various environmental infomation.
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Preserve greenery and promote tree planting
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Boulevard trees in front of the Kumamoto Prefectural Theater
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Preserve and promotes greenery

To preserve its surrounding greenery for future generations, the city
designates precious green belts as environmental protection zones. Mt.Tatuda
and Mt.Kinbosan are protected as recreational nature areas to relax in within
the city.
To revive forest resources, the city promotes an enchanting atmosphere city
by planting trees and flowers around schools and public facilities.

According to the "New Century Soseki Forest Project” the city supports tree
and hedge planting on privately owned land, and also promotes tree-planting
campaigns in cooperation with citizens, enterprises and administration.
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Conserve our water resources
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To protect our treasure of groundwater

Groundwater is a precious treasure which supports our evervday lives, city
activities, farming, industry and everything else. To preserve citizens'
common property., groundwater, Kumamoto takes steps to conserve this
resource.

To ensure the water supply

Groundwater, as well as springs, show a tendency to decrease in the long
run. To ensure the groundwater supply. the city promotes development
programs and manmade cultivation projects utilizing farmlands. Such
programs contribute to reducing water use, effective rainwater use, and other
methods of protecting the water supply.
To ensure water quality

Periodic analysis of rivers, seas and groundwater is conducted to monitor
any changes in the watar quality. The city controls factories’ and industries'
drainage systems to improve the quality of water and takes measures to
purify polluted groundwater.
To establish wide-area protection systems

Working together with the city, its surrounding 15 municipalities’ related
organizations and the 'Kumamoto Groundwater Fund.' local residents,
businesses and upper-and-lower reaches of local governments have unified to
promote groundwater protection projects.
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Suizenji park
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Reduce waste and promote recycling
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Neighborhood creaning
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Ordinance to create a clean city

In April 2000, the "Kumamoto Ordinance to
Create a Clean City" was implemented to
beautify the city. Industries provide garbage
collection containers for can and other garbage
to prevent people from littering. The city
supports citizens' clean-up activities. Local
residents, industries and municipal
administration have joined hands to create a
clean city.

Recycling society in harmony with its
surroundings.

To reduce household waste and promote
recycling, the city has introduced support
systems for purchasing garbage compost
containers and electric garbage disposal
machines and emphasizes a subsidy system for
group collection.

At the recycling infomation plaza, various
recycling lectures and flea markets are offered
to increase the recycling awareness of citizens.
The city also gives individual instructions and
suggesstions on garbage reduction ideas to
large waste producers.
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Recycling lecture
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Promote proper garbage disposal
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General waste

In March 2004, while listening to the voices of citizens and industries, the city
enacted" Kumamoto Master plan to Reduce Waste and Plomote Recycling
that aims to decrease waste and improve the recycling of waste

Based on the master plan, the city is working to realize a durable recycling
society in cooporation with local residents, industries and manicipal
administration.
Industrial waste

Under the principle that companies are responsible for the treatment of the
waste they discharge, the city patrols and checks companies' waste
production and disposal.
Measures against illegal disposal of wastes

To prevent illegal disposal of wastes the city patrollers watch over the
rounds.
Measures to prevent illegal used car dumping

In April 2002, the city council enacted the "Kumamoto City Ordinance
Preventing Illegal Dumping of Used Cars." The city clears out dumped cars
and fines the owners.
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Encourage New Industries
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With the easing of restrictions on economic activities and internationalization,

the creation of promising businesses is an issue that needs to be dealt with.
The city promotes new industrial areas and supports new establishments, as
well as internationalization, to reinvigorate the local economy. For example,
the city provides financial, manpower, operating. technical and other support
in addition to emphasizing technical cooperation with overseas corporations
and the searching for potential foreign markets.
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Secure employment opportunities and create a pleasant work environment
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Employment welfare projects promote secure and stable employment
opportunities, improve workers' skills, and actualize welfare to help citizens
enjoy a pleasant work environment.

Job security and stability

The city provides company information and employment advisory circles to
insure job opportunities. For middle-aged people, employment counseling
counters are established at Sun Life Kumamoto and at the City Hall. The city
also cooperates with NGO groups to ensure skilled manpower.

To improve vocational skills

As a means of promoting workers' skills, the city supports the operation of
the Kumamoto City Job Training Center, Kumamoto Vocational College and
the Kumamoto City Vocational High School. It is hoped that this will help
improve students' abilities to find work.

To improve work environments

For workers in small and midsize firms, the city improves health care
systems, promotes workers education and security, and enhances their
welfare. It also supports benefit projects for various celebrations and other
projects such as leisure and recreational events.
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Promote commercial and service activities
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To promote the city's shopping centers

To improve the "face of the city," in cooperation with Kumamoto TMO and
town shopping centers, Kumamoto actively supports various initiatives such
as using street lights and colored pavement to increase city's appeal.
The city is also dealing with a plan for the promotion of its image as a
fashionable town which involves further improvement of the central shopping
districts and development of related businesses.
To promote community shopping centers

Community shopping centers are essential to our everyday life and are the
core of the community. They also play an important role in meeting the
demands of local residents. The city actively supports community activities as
they are designed to promote shopping centers and feature the local color of
the region.
To strengthen distribution systems
By using its geographical advantage of being located in central Kyushu, the
city makes existing complexes the bases for distribution activities, and
prepares and strengthens wide area transportation systems, including the
future Kyushu Shinkansen (bullet train) and expressway network systems.
The port of Kumamoto is making steady progress and is expanding to be a
base for trade and exchange activities, and the city promotes port sales
activities in cooperation with local residents.

Promote industrial growth
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Much of Kumamoto's industry falls into the category of small and midsize
enterprises, and focuses on the manufacturing of food products, publishing
and printing firms, and hardware and furniture companies. These industries
directly affect citizens' everyday lives. The city encourages them to enhance
the development of the local economy. To improve the profits of Kumamoto's
industries, the city promotes the following projects.

1. To raise industrial productivity

To increase the productivity and technological level of its industries, the city
builds a close connection with industry, science and administration to develop
new technology and high value-added products. It also promotes technology
transfer, enploitation and new markets for new products, as well as supports
various activities to improve the steadiness and strength of management of
medium and small-sized companies

2. To promote industrial sites

To create new industrial energy for Kumamoto and to increase employment,
the city prepares favorable site conditions to attract new enterprises. This is
based on a city ordinance and an available fund of 500 million yen.
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Kumamoto general steel industrial District
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Promote tourism and conventions
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The Kobori style
of swimming
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Known as an old castle town, Kumamoto City is
blessed with an abundance of history and culture. In
addition, Kumamoto City is called "a city of greenery
and water” because of its rich natural environment
and fresh spring water. Kumamoto castle, one of the
three most renowned castles in Japan, Suizenji Park
and other fine tourist attractions draw more than four
million visitors each year.

Based on its declaration, “Sightseeing City - Kumamoto,”
Kumamoto City is making efforts to create unique and
quality tourist experiences for domestic and
international visitors. Kumamoto City is striving to
meet tourists' diverse needs and welcome them with
exceptional hospitality. This courtesy also applies to
those coming to Kumamoto to participate in
conventions, another area that Kumamoto City has
been actively pursuing since it received the distinction
as an “International Convention Site.”

Improving sightseeing services

To make visitors' stays convenient, the city not only
provides maps and guidebooks in various languages,
but also Kumamoto castle tour buses and shuttle
buses between the Kumamoto JR Station and
Kumamoto castle. Tourist information for those from
Japan and abroad can also be found in the Kumamoto
JR Station.

Attracting tourists

The city 1is actively promoting the overall
development of tourism and cooperating with other
cities in Kyushu to attract viditors from across Japan,
Korea, China and beyond. Brochures advertising
Kumamoto's major tourist attractions and sample
sightseeing routes are being distributed nationally and
internationally to make information about Kumamoto's
charm known.

Promoting the products of Kumamoto

To promote local industries' products. the city
provides exhibition of products in Osaka, supports
producer's associations, and hosts contests of locally
made souvenirs to select those which best represent
Kumamoto.

Kumamoto City Zoological and Botanical
Gardens

Kumamoto Zoo was built in Suizenji Park in 1929,
and was relocated to its current site in 1969. In 1990.
it was incorporated with the City Botanical Gardens
and this established the Kumamoto City Zoological and
Botanical Gardens. Since then, it has provided a place
of recreation and relaxation for citizens. It is the home
of 1,029 animals of 117 types and 103,000 plants of 1,180
kinds.

The Zoological and Botanical Gardens deals with
Japan-China joint scientific research on the golden
monkey, wild animal and plant species preservation
projects, firefly breeding and other extensive studies.
It is a base for lifelong learning and environmental
education, as well as a place where citizens can learn
about the preciousness of life and the importance of
nature.

Kumamoto castle Festival

Activities of the castle's festivals are centered on
familiarizing citizens and visitors with the culture of
Kumamoto, a place rich in history and tradition. The
festivals appeal both the castle and current restoration
projects that are being undertaken to restore the
castle and castle grounds for commemoration of the
400th year since their construction.
® Summer Festival (August 1st~31st)

Main events include the outdoor film festival, live
concerts at night by Seiki Sugiyama and Masako Koja,
Takigi Noh performances and farce stories called “kyogen”
such as that of Miminashi Hoichi.

® Autumn Festival (October 15th~ 24th)

Main events include the “Castle Town - Stage of
Dreams” opening concert, and traditional drum,
Kagura dance, and martial art performances.
Hinokuni “Land of Fire” Festival

Every year from August 11th to 13th , the Hinokuni
“Land of Fire” Festival is held on the main street of
downtown, and concludes with 70 groups totaling 7,000
participants joining in the traditional “Otemoyan”
dance. Fireworks ignited from Lake Ezu draw local
residents and visitors.

Hosting conventions

In November of 1991, the Kumamoto Convention
Bureau was established to revitalize the local economy
and promote internationalization. In 1994, Kumamoto
City was approved to be an “International Convention
Site,” where it would become home to conventions
and conferences coming from within and outside of
Japan. Nearly 300 conventions are held in Kumamoto
City each year.
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Old house of Yakumo Koizumi
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Strengthen the base for small and midsize company management

The management environment of small and midsize companies has rapidly
changed with the diversification of industrial structure and information and
relaxation of rules. Therefore, the city provides capital and human resources to
strengthen the base for small and midsize company management, and promotes
various projects as well as administrative reforms to meet the needs of a
changing society. including offering support to aspiring entrepreneurs. The city
also established the Small and midsize Company Support Plaza in October 2004
as a comprehensive consultation service for them.

Promote agriculture
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Located in a temperate climate, Kumamoto is able to produce a wide
variety of agricultural products, including rice, vegetables, fruit, flowers and
dairy, and boasts of being one of the largest producers nationwide. In the
changing agricultural environment, the city is taking various measures to
enable agricultural management to be self-supporting and to meet the needs
of internationalization. The city also promotes the policy to conneet
consumers and producers, as well as food and agriculture.
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Along the long coast of the Ariake Sea, where the tidal range is very great,
seaweed cultivation, small-sized boat fishing and shellfish harvesting are
promoted. In addition, river fishing and aquarium fish raising, using clear
groundwater, also take place. In order to promote fisheries, the city takes

measures such as providing a production base, supporting the increase of

marine products and helping to set up and follow the progress of business
establishments.
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The fishing port remodel
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Urban planning

Urban planning deals with land utilization, the
preparation of urban facilities and urban district
development to upgrade and systematize the city.
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Upgrade urban infrastructure
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P.S.Orangery (Old building used as the Daiichi Bank Kumamoto Branch)

According to its basic principle, the city maintains 7o ¢ |
harmonious relations with agricultural, forestry and ﬁﬁiiﬁﬁ@%% |

fishery operations, and also ensures healthy and
cultured urban lifestyles as well as efficient urban
activities. Under planning regulations, practical land
utilization must be realized.

In March 2001, the city drew up the "Kumamoto City
Urban Master Plan" which promotes the following
four objectives regarding the future course of urban
planning and the use of urban space.

1. Create a safe and spacious city by living together
with the surrounding nature.

2. Create a powerful city by actively exchanging
information and allowing various functions to coexist.
3. Create a distinctive city by preserving rich
greenery and historical sites.

4. Create a city which nurtures peaceful and
productive lives.

Urban scenery

To prevent the disordered spread of the city limits in
and around the city, the city promotes effective
development projects, taking into consideration each
locality's special features, and contributes to eco-
friendly urban development by preparing the
foundation of the city.

Development permission systems

To prevent the disordered spread of the city limits in
and around the city, the city promotes effective
development that highlights each locality's special
features thereby contributing to eco-friendly urban
development.

Itkagnmﬁ . LR - wARR
> 2] 2anonm
() mac BHREARMO SRR
/ N s AR END
/&/ { . ; 5 [RLARRORE
GG AN 5 z F  zauesavan
- Al ~ Q zammicms i
[ tmesw |

A #

[, EAARTEBRIORE
CMIRNOSE. RERE |
EXSETRREONR

B0 REL 8
EATEOMEEN O
AOOMEEE (AHAR)

A Guide to Kumamoro Ciy 4’%
Administration and Life -~




KEZE DI

Promote fisheries

—

e

A Guide to Kumamoto City

KEEOHBICBWTIE, K& TMAZHTH4
B3 00 D5 K 2 i i T U L BT o ) AR, N
FARa . BRHFECMA . MIHECWH S 2 KT
FIH L BEfL AR fTbhTwE 3,

DX mrh. KEFORME MDD,

KA, REWOEERR, RO EHTFO
HHL SR RO MR R L Tw X9,

Along the long coast of the Ariake Sea, where the tidal range is very great,
seaweed cultivation, small-sized boat fishing and shellfish harvesting are
promoted. In addition, river fishing and aquarium fish raising, using clear
groundwater, also take place. In order to promote fisheries, the city takes

measures such as providing a production base, supporting the increase of

marine products and helping to set up and follow the progress of business
establishments.
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Urban planning

Urban planning deals with land utilization, the
preparation of urban facilities and urban district
development to upgrade and systematize the city.
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fishery operations, and also ensures healthy and
cultured urban lifestyles as well as efficient urban
activities. Under planning regulations, practical land
utilization must be realized.

In March 2001, the city drew up the "Kumamoto City
Urban Master Plan" which promotes the following
four objectives regarding the future course of urban
planning and the use of urban space.

1. Create a safe and spacious city by living together
with the surrounding nature.

2. Create a powerful city by actively exchanging
information and allowing various functions to coexist.
3. Create a distinctive city by preserving rich
greenery and historical sites.

4. Create a city which nurtures peaceful and
productive lives.

Urban scenery

To prevent the disordered spread of the city limits in
and around the city, the city promotes effective
development projects, taking into consideration each
locality's special features, and contributes to eco-
friendly urban development by preparing the
foundation of the city.

Development permission systems

To prevent the disordered spread of the city limits in
and around the city, the city promotes effective
development that highlights each locality's special
features thereby contributing to eco-friendly urban
development.
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Establish comprehensive traffic systems
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Overhaul of major road systems

Kumamoto City is preparing to build an urban planning road and 1st and 2nd
grades of main municipal roads to facilitate smooth travel, but sufficient
preparation has not been completed and many roads are still congested.
Preparation of main road systems is not only to alleviate traffic congestion, but
also to revitalize civic life, economic activities and local communities. For the
future, the cily is deliberately and systematically planning road work in
cooperation with the nation and Kumamoto prefecture.

Parking areas

The Karashima Park underground parking garage opened in February 1993.
This parking garage is the largest underground parking garage in Kyushu,
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and can accommodate 625 cars, 400 two-wheeled vehicles and 500 bicycles.
Parking information system _
In the heart of the city, the parking information system was introduced in
September 1993 for efficient utilization of existing parking lots and to alleviate
traffic congestion. |

For drivers convenience, direction boards display the locations of vacant
parking lots
City streetcars and buses .

The Kumamoto City Transit Service has an 80-year history since streetcar
operation began in August 1924. City bus operation began in November 1927.
In August 1997, a no-step ultra-low floor streetcar made its national debut in
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New road under city planning (Shindogawara-Izumi road)
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Kumamoto (currently there are five), and 34 no-step buses have also been
runnirg since march 2004. The city aims to continue providing user-friendly
public transportation.
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Kumamoto Airport

Kumamoto Airport first opened in April 1971. Its runway was extended to
3,000 meters in 1980, an international terminal opened in 1983, a2 new terminal
opened in 1991, and "category ITla’, an anti-fog measure, was introduced in
1995. With its facilities and functions being continually improved and
expanded, the rate of service has substantially improved

Currently, regular domestic lines include Tokyo, Osaka (Itami. Kansai). Nagoya.

Okinawa, Amakusa and Matsuyama. In 2003, 3,040.000 passengers used its
services.

Railroad systems

Within the city limits, the JR Kagoshima main line and the JR Hohi main line
run and have four and seven stations, respectively. Kumamoto Station is
located where these lines meet. Annual passengers reached 18,000,000.

The JR Hohi main line between Kumamoto and Higo Ozu stations has been
operating on electric power since October 1999, and its capacity has been
substantially improved.

The Kyushu Shinkansen railroad line between Shin Yatsushiro and Central
Kagoshima was completed in March 2004, the line between Hakata and Shin
Yatsushiro is now under construction and is expected to start services in
2011.

Kumamoto Port
Kumamoto Port was designated as a key port in April 1974, and is still under
construction. Kumamoto Port Great Bridge, a ferry quay and a passenger
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terminal were completed in 1992. Currently, super-speed passenger ship
services are provided between Kumamoto and Hondo Ports and ferry service
is provided between Kumamoto and Shimabara Ports. In May 1999, the 5,000-
ton grade quay wall and a container terminal were completed. In July, the
international shipping line to Pusan Port in Korea was established.

In April 2001, the port opened according to custom duties laws, and in
August it was designated as a radio inspection port and also was designated
as a bonded area so foreign ships could enter directly with simple and
speedy customs proceedings.
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Highways

Highways create direct connections between cities. Currently, super-speed
bus network systems are greatly used for economic, tourist, business and
other exchange activities.

In addition to the present Kyushu Expressway, there is a plan to extend the
Kyushu Cross Expressway which goes from Kumamoto to Nobeoka. Its
location in the center of Kyushu gives Kumamoto the potential to be a base
for the island, and Kumamoto is increasingly moving towards accomplishing
this.
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Maintain orderly urban areas
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Promote the Kumamoto Station area

In order to make the Kumamoto Station area a subcenter which
complements central and city functions, the city promotes core projects such
as opening the Kyusyu Sinkansen in 2011, the JR Kagosima main lines, the
construction of additional overpasses, and rezoning of the Kumamoto Station
area.

Kumamoto Prefecture and the city have joined to develop the Kumamoto
Station area's rezoning project. The city also promotes transference of the
complex, and Eastern A district' redevelopment and other policies with
overriding priority.

Readjustment of town lots
Land rezoning projects aim at preparing roads, parks, waterways and other
public facilities to make the best use of housing sites. The city has completed
44 districts, covering 14499 hectares
The union implements a comprehensive rezoning project in three districts :
Ezu, Jinnai and Idenakama.

Urban redevelopment

To promote practical and beneficial use of the lands in urban areas and
upgrade urban functions,thecity develops buildings, sites and public facilities.
Recently Kamitori A district and Tetoriloncho were comleted under the
union's lst type of urban area redevelopment, and redevelopment of the
overall central districts is just under way.

Promote the Kami-Kumamoto Station area
This is placed as part of the "urban core" to be selectively prepared. The city
focuses on this area to strengthen the connections beetween railroad,
streetcar and bus systems, and promotes this area as a key to urban
development.
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Municipal road preparation

As of April 2004, there are 9,687 city roads, totaling a length of 2.427km,
directly linking people and their eveyday lives. The city consistently
improves, maintains, and repairs roads for residents' safty and comfort

In recent years, spacious and useful roads have become necessary for high
quality and disaster-proof maintenance. The city promotes underground
electric cables, pedestrian-friendly pavements, safe bicycle tracks, and a
usable and friendly road environment for everyone.
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Provide good housing
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Construction guidance

As buildings are becoming increasingly large-scale. tall, and complex, the city
actively promotes comprehensive planning systems and construction
agreements to create a beautiful city. Tt also strives to construct buildings
that have handicapped-access for senior citizens and those who are disabled.

Meanwhile, citizens' awareness of the residences that surround them is
increasing year by year, and the city promotes mutual understanding
between building constructors and local citizens in response to their
expectations.

Furthermore, to promote fire prevention and safety measures of buildings,
the city joins hands with the Kumamoto City Fire Department to carry out
periodic disaster prevention inspections, and with private construction groups
to prevent illegal buildings

The city also works in close cooperation with other related groups, while
attending to earthquake-resistance checkups and promoting repair work.
Public housing
As of April 2004, the city manages 12,753 units of public housing.

To promote the idea of "creating residences where everyone feel comfortable”,

the city deals with construction of barrier-free housing and "half-made-to-
order" housing in addition to the reconstrusciton of old housing.

The city also promotes housing that takes into consideration the
surroundings to become part of the environment, and the second housing
master-plan aiming " To creat the most comfortable city” is jsut under way.

miﬂj Kusunoki public housing
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Maintain parks and greenery
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City parks have been maintained as planned. As of April 2004, there are 849
parks (including city public squares) covering an area of 565 hectares, which
breaks down to 847 square meters per citizen.

In the future, the city will further promote measures against urban disasters,
keep a close relationship with nature and implement wide-area recreation
activities. Parks are key facilities and play an important role in disaster
prevention because they have deep relevance to the daily lives of local
residents. The city is working to increase the rate of maintenance of parks to
more than 45.6% by the yvear 2008.

To construct parks, the city incorporates citizens' ideas and takes
surrounding public facilities and scenery into consideration.

The city promotes daily park maintenance and works with park protection
groups to create parks which local residents can enjoy safely and pleasantly.
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Shimonabe 3-chome Park (after construction)
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Since 1924, Kumamoto City's water supply has been provided

completely by underground water reserves and its eightieth
anniversary was celebrated in November 2004. Meanwhile, to

meet the increasing demands of water due to the expansion of

city limits and economic development, several extension
projects have been promoted and play an important role in our
daily life. of March 2003, pipe extension construction had
reached 7km. 97.4% of houscholds in Kumamoto City use
the city water supply

Recently underground water is decreasing year by year, and
cultivation projects to increase ground water around the
Shirakawa basin are in now in progress

The city also is making efforts to maintain supplies of safe and
good-tasting water even in emergencies by improving
carthquake-proof basic water facilities and emergency water
supply systems.
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Water supply emergency drill conducted August 27. 2004
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table Supply of City Water
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Bottled "water of Kumamoto" to commemorate
80th anniversary
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Maintain sewers
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East district sewage disposal center
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Since 1948 when sewer work projects slarted, the city has been making
efforts to maintain sewers and preserve the quality of water for citizens to be
able lead healthy and pleasant lives. In 2003. 81.4% of households in the city
had sewer systems and maintained areas reached 8875 hectares. In the
future, the city aims at early completion of maintenance, reusing water from
which sewage has been processed, reconstructing old sewage facilities and
planning ahead for places that are frequently flooded.

Sewage disposal

The city aids households by equipping them with septic tanks which dispose
of body waste and drainage, and promotes the spread of these tanks in areas
not covered by the sewage system.

For households without sewage systems, the city provides proper removal
and disposal services.

Before river improvement works in the Shokebori River

After river improvement works in the Shokebori River
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Promote flood prevention measures
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River improvement
Kumamoto City has suffered from many big disasters and floods such as the
Shirakawa River Flood in 1953, and other floods in 1988, 1990, 1995 and 1997,
To prevent such disasters, the city promotes river improvement and drainage.
Furthermore, regarding rainwater disposal measures, the city supports
households in setting up rainwater infiltration systems, residential
development adjustment ponds, water infiltration pavement and other efforts
which prevent the outflow of rainwater

The city is also working to build rivers that display the essence of nature by
considering ecology in cooperation with citizens.
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Strengthen disaster prevention systems
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Kumamoto City suffered from the Kumamoto Earthquake in 1889, the
Shirakawa River flood in 1953, the Nol0O Typhoon in 1991, and many other
natural disasters
To prevent damage from disasters, the city promotes community disaster
prevention projects, carries out disaster prevention drills, and strengthens
cooperation with disaster prevention and volunteer organizations.

The city also holds open classes on disaster prevention and exhibitions on
protection against disasters to educate citizens about disaster prevention.
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Improve education
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Gymnasium with clubhouse
and martial arts hall

School education

In order to nurture children's individual personalities and raise their levels of
consciousness, the city drew up the educational reform program “Kumamoto
Lively Happy Children Plan” to make new efforts against educational
problems and aim to nourish deep humanity and creativity

O The city promotes human rights education and moral education to foster
hy minds.

O The city makes efforts not only to make inprovements in scholarship but
o to develop a child's personality

The city promotes learning through experience in order to bring up
sensible and socially adjusted students.

<> The city improves training of faculty to raise the quality of their teaching
abilities.

< The city promotes education not only to meet the needs of a changing
internationalized and information-oriented society, but also to bring about an
awareness of environmental problems.

< The city promotes characteristic schools closely related to the communities
by making the most of local talent.

< The city aims to make the improvement of children's health and physical
strength as the sources of vitality.

Educational facilities

To create a comfortable educational environment and nurture physically and
mentally sound students, the city not only provides a diverse educational
structure but also maintains a safe educational environment and
improves school facilities in terms of the needs of the
local people.
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