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In addition to being naturally endowed with an abundant supply of ground water as well as a wedlth of folia
home to numerous cultural heritage sites, including the cherished Kumamoto Castle. Having inherited the ways of tra
culture from those here before us, we are a city of 670,000 continuing to develop as the hub of Central Kyushu.
With this in mind, the entire Kyushu Shinkansen Kagoshima Route is opening just four years down the road, and we in Kumamoto find
ourselves at a crucial point for the future development of our city. With our sights set on being full of appeal and liveliness—
K?IJ‘ :b f*‘ OT characteristics we feel the urban center of Kyushu should have—we are currently engaged in enriching the entrance point for
b 7 : terrestrial travel to our fair city, Kumamoto Station, as well as the bustling heart of downtown, the very face of Kumamoto.
Regarding our plan to become an ordinance-designated city, we are making headway on our discussions to merge with Tomiai-machi,
simultaneously improving the overall structure of the Kumamoto metropolitan region, and even further enriching our already valued

Bl " o e relationships with the cities, towns, and villages in the surrounding region. In other words, we are busy bringing our goal of becoming
‘ﬁRZLﬁﬂi‘ {5“ &H{"'—F*J@ ﬁ‘&ﬁ& (2 E‘ Z}F‘I}ﬂj <A i natl %) s ﬁqzl\.bﬁ% RL®HE L 1ﬁﬂf"' _5L;g an ordinance-designated government one step closer to fruition.
FERBE DL NIZE - 'Cf&?j‘ilf: VA IR Ak % FITREX. AL 67 NZ¥T 5. JUH . ) il 2 ER lh T Finally, this year marks the 400th anniversary of the original construction of Kumamoto Castle. Currently under reconstruction, the
) i £ Honmaru Goten Guest Hall — sure to be the most eye-catching refinished structure — will be completed by spring of next year. From now
o A DAL R until then, spanning approximately one and a half years, celebrations will be held on the castle grounds throughout the four seasons. A
& n P . s e e ot R tribute to the anniversary of the castle's construction, these festivities will doubtlessly revitalize the wonder that is Kumamoto Castle.
el p Bl ral== /I—illllfﬁi\ JUH T i /‘ ’IL BEV— b D4 [’ JX&’ 4 f&%‘:ﬂ'—fz_\ F X |2HE 7|§I|l PPN Ty Ak This will also give us an opportunity to share the history, culture, and nature of Kumamoto with the rest of Japan as well as the world,
. o . . ) and I personally hope this year serves as a fitting way to send Kumamoto Castle off to its 500th anniversary.
B RKEHYE RIREINZ D £ FTENL, )L‘J‘I‘I'I”\L(Dflﬂflﬂ lll IAZbLw ())& T P e FHo< UM I hope that this 2007 Edition Kumamoto City Handbook you hold in your hands will help you better understand our goal of making
L:ll'l”‘}'f\ fiE A O)ﬂr Lk S E LT, W) dH 2 EE LD F 0 R, HEA D B b ;) ~ X Ll'l‘[‘)ll‘l‘ﬁf Kumamoto the best place to live in Japan. It would be my pleasure if you took the contents of this guide to heart.
—_ - _— 3 March 2007
Ho IGPEALIZHCY HMATVDREZAT ZEWET, Seishi Kohyama, Mayor, Kumamoto City
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City development strategies to create a vibrant society
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