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Soseki Shadows Hearn
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Lafcadio Hearn (Koizumi Yakumo) and Natsume Soseki were inexplicably separated by fate. Although the two writers both
took up positions at The Fifth High School and Tokyo Imperial University, they miraculously never crossed paths. Even so, as
a fellow educator and writer, Soseki was keenly aware of Hearn's existence.
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Hearn's and Soseki's Lectures
=3 3 (=13 = ANSI Ao 3| Cr2kA
AH5nSetuet =3 A= clistof] Az A 278 OFFZ ot AM|7[0[| 2, O] F AtEO| +Ysts &2 225 ERSLICH

chHs

[y —)

1339

50| HAHS0| Wl 7|22

AA
% 4+ st

=3

Though both Hearn and Soseki held teaching positions at The Fifth High School and Tokyo Imperial University. the individual styles of their lectures
were worlds apart. Notes left by their students offer us a glimpse into the different atmospheres of their classrooms.
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The Fifth High School Period
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Contrastingly, Kengo Murakawa tells us in his notes, "Professor Yakumo Koizumi of my alma matter’ (*1),
that he would silently copy down the English grammar that Hearn had written on the blackboard. When he
looked at his notebook after the lecture had ended, the grammar points that were most salient for Japanese
students would be neatly written out. Moreover, as Hearn would continuously write on the board for the
whole of the class, it is plain to see that he approached his lessons with some seriousness.
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According to Norikichi Yatsunami's entry entitled ‘Professor Soseki and I' (*2), Soseki's
classes consisted solely of reading through the textbook. While it was all the students could
do not to fall behind, such rapid progress rewarded them with a sense of accomplishment
and joy, being able to read entire works such as ‘Othello’ back to back as well as cover their
textbook.

*1  Published in ‘Ryuunan” Issue No. 200 (1926)
*2  Published in "Soseki Collected Works Monthly Report’ (1967 lwanami)
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Hakuson Kuriyagawa writes in his "Professor Koizumi etc.’, that differing from his The Fifth High School days,
now at Tokyo Imperial University, Hearn would conduct his lectures orally—though he still relied on no notes
as before. It is said his lectures were stunning to behold, and that he touched the hearts of his students who
listened intently without being disturbed by so much as a hint of unnaturalness in his pronunciation, grammar
or intonation.

The Tokyo Imperial University Period
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According to Toyolchiro Nogami's entry entitled *Professor Natsume's Days as a University
Lecturer’, Soseki was a strict teacher to his students. More still, he is said to have used lecture
notes filled in to the margins with scrawl. Here one can indeed directly glean evidence for his
neurotic reputation.
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Hearn through the Eyes of Soseki
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Soseki’s wife, Kyoko writes in ‘Memories of Soseki’ that because “Professor Koizumi” was a world-class literary master, her husband had doubts whether his students
would be satisfied with his teaching following in Hearn's footsteps at The Fifth High School and Tokyo Imperial University. Additionally, in ‘Collected Letters’ she recounts
how Soseki told her he could never become “the second Koizumi.” However, given that Soseki has a character named "Professor Koizumi” appear in his major works ‘| Am
a Cat’ and “Sanshiro’, it is clear that Hearn was an influential presence to him both as a fellow educator and writer.




