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Lafcadio Hearn, an Englishman born in Greece,
lived in Ireland, England, and the United States
before finally coming to Japan. After marrying a
Japanese, he came to Kumamoto in November
1891 to teach at the Fifth Higher Middle School.
Later he became a Japanese citizen, taking the
name Koizumi Yakumo. Through his writings, he
introduced to the world the Japan that he loved.
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Sunset on the island of Levkas
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The house on Levkas where Hearn was born
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BIRTH Lafcadio Hearn was born on the Greek island of Leucadia (now Levkas).
His Irish father, Charles Bush Hearn, was a medical officer in the British army.
His mother, Rosa Cassimati, was Greek.
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Hearn's father, Charles Bush Hearn
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AGE 2 Moves with his mother to his father's house in Dublin
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AGE4 Mother retumns to Greece, and he is taken in by his great-aunt, Sarah Brenane
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Mrs. Brenane's house in Dublin
where he lived until age 13
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Hearn and Aunt Sarah Brenane
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AGE 13 Enters St. Cuthbert College, at Ushaw, near Durham, England
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AGE 16 Loses sight in the left eye after being struck during a school game.

That and the severe myopia that developed in the other eye leave a deep,
life-long emotional scar. )
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AGE 17 Withdraws from St. Cuthbert's due
to Aunt Sarah's financial collapse
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At St. Cuthbert's, age 13 or 14
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Sketch of Hearn leaving for Japan,
by Harper's artist G. D. Weldon
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AGE 19 Emigrates to the United States through New York to Cincinnati
Does a variety of jobs including manual labor.
Despite his meager level of existence,
he continues to read voraciously.
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AGE 24 Becomes a reporter for the
Enquirer, a Cincinnati daily newspaper,
and gains a reputation for his vivid
style and interesting subject matter
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AGE 27 Moves to New Orleans where he works
for the Daily ltem and the Times-Democrat,

and begins introducing readers to his translations
of European, Chinese, and Indian folktales
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Hearn in Cincinnati
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AGE 34 Visits the World Industrial Exposition in New Orleans,
where he is deeply impressed by the Japanese exhibit
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AGE 37 Travels to the French West Indies and spends nearly two years
in Martinique
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AGE40 Arrives at Yokohama on April 4,1890 on special assignment
for Harper's magazine




