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Hearn arrived to take up his post at the Fifth Higher Ty Bmam
Middle School on the evening of November 19, St
1891 at Kasuga Station. After a few days at the
Shiranui Inn, he rented this house from Akahoshi
Shinsaku, requesting only that a new household K 2 Kumamaot g ; ; £
shrine be installed. Due to his severe nearsighted- AR S0 o Kum S hction) 1891511 H27H/YRE
ness, he used a high, Western-style desk and Kumamoto Newspaper of November 27,
chair; otherwise everything was Japanese style. 1891 announcing Hearn's arrival
He prayed at the shrine daily and went to school
by rikisha,
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In the fall of 1892, the Hearns, including Setsu's
family, moved to Tsuboi, where Hearn had a wood-
burning stove and glass doors put in his study.
This concession to Westemn ways made winters
much more comfortable. In November 1893, his
first son, Kazuo, was born.
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The house in Tsuboi (no longer standing).
Lafcadio and Setsu in Kumamoto Hearn practiced Japanese archery in the spacious garden.
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Setsu’'s mother
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Setsu's foster grandfather Setsu's foster parents
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When Hearn arrived, Kumamoto was a consider-
ably modernized city, with an electric light
company, and ample meat, bread, and im-
ported beer. A few months after his arrival, Hearn
wrote that he had gained nine kilograms and felt
very strong. In Kumamoto he was able to lead
a healthy and productive life.

EISAIMRAEARIVAESLIREET (L (EAEXEEES) -

Stores like this, selling fresh milk, were rare.
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A store specializing in Waestern imports
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The Kumamoto Electric Company




