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The Director of the Fifth Higher School when Hearn
arrived was the famous founder of the art of Jujutsu,
Kano Jigoro. His direct, forthright manner imme-
diately eared Hearn's trust. Hearn also respected
and revered the old teacher of Chinese classics,
Akizuki Kazuhisa. Hearn wrote that he is like a

hearth—the closer you get to him, the warmer you
feel.
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Graduating class of the Fifth Higher Middle School. Hearn is in the front row, second from the right.
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Hearn's colleagues at the Fifth Higher Middle School
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Kano Jigoro, third Director Akizuki Kazuhisa, teacher
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Nakagawa Hajime, fourth Director Sakurai Fusaki, fifth Director
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Magnified portion of the photograph shows

Kano (center) flanked by Hearn (left) and Akizuki (right)
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Official travel permit issued to Hearn. Without this,
a foreigner could not travel freely within Japan.
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Monument on the Kumamoto University campus

commemorating Hearn's speech, “The Future of the Far East,”
given at the school on January 27, 1894
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Hearn came to Kumamoto because it was sup-
posedly warmer than Matsue and because the
salary was twice as large. This was an important
consideration now that he was the main financial
support for a large family. However, delays in the
renewal of his contract due to confusion in the
Diet, plus the strong anti-foreigner atmosphere,
greatly disturbed his peace of mind. He decided
to free himself from government service and live
solely by his writings. In the fall of 1894, he re-
signed his post and took a job writing for an Eng-
lish language newspaper, the Kobe Chronicle.
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