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At a Railway Statior: (from Kokoro)

A criminal being brought for trial arrives at Ikeda Station. There he comes
face to face with the child of the man he murdered. Through their reactions
and those of the policeman and on-lookers, Hearn reveals the Japanese :
“heart.” 5
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Ikeda Station circa 1891 (now Kami Kumamoto Station)
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On a Bridge (from A Japanese Miscellany)
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On a bridge at the outskirts of Kumamoto, an old rikisha runner
tells of an experience he had as a young man during the Seinan
War. Trying to escape across this bridge, he was stopped by
three samurai disguised as peasants and told not to move.
After watching them behead three enemy soldiers, he was left
alone, unharmed. Out of gratitude for their mercy, he told no one
until years later. His naturally deep sense of loyalty impressed

Hearn grew increasingly disenchanted with Ja-
pan’'s rush to Westernize and modernize at the
expense of the old traditions and customs. How-
ever, in Kumamoto he was able to deepen his
insight into the hidden aspects of Japan, and this
increased his desire to write. During this period
he produced many of his most famous works.
Here are several which are set in Kumamoto.
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The House of Urashima (restored, at Misumi port)
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The Dream of a Summer Day (from Out of the East)
On the way home from Nagasaki, he stops at an

inn whose gentle proprietress puts him into a rev-
ery. As he rocks homeward in the rikisha, the
legend of Urashima Taro, his present circum-
stances, and childhood memories of his mother
intermingle in his mind.
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Choroku Bridge circa 1875. Rebel soldiers in the Seinan War crossed this bridge to attack
Kumamoto Castle.
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Jiujutsu (from Out of the East)

In a large, empty matted room called “The Hall of Our Holy Country,” Hearn
ponders the new art of jujutsu, founded by school director Kano Jigoro.
Finding in jujutsu a paradigm of Oriental thinking, Hearn provides penetrat-
ing insights into the Japanese mind, culture, and social structure.
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This hung in the hall where Jiujutsu was taught.
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The Fifth Higher Middle School
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Students in front of the chemistry building
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With Kyushu Students (from Out of the East)

Kyushu, particularly Kumamoto, is very conservative. Through student com-
positions and conversations, Hearn introduces the “Kyushu character,”

unusual student reactions to English literature and Western morality, and
students’ feelings on a variety of personal topics.
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The Stone Buddha (from Out of the East)

From the Omine cemetery, Hearn looks down on the Fifth Higher Middle
School below and contrasts its dedication to science and facts with the
ideas of faith represented by the silent, smiling, stone Buddha next to him.
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The stone Buddha in the Omine cemetery

“Holy Country,” calligraphy byLArisugawa no Miya of the Imperial family.
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The Jizo Statue (Buddhist deity of children) near
Hearn's house, in Bits of Life and Death
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Bits of Life and Death (from Out of the East)

Hearn recounts three surprising visits to his house (well-cleaners, firemen,
and children collecting money for a Jizo festival) as well as several mys-
terious stories concerning Buddhist beliefs and peculiar customs.

FWFHAEM  The steps of the Honmyoji Temple
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A Wish Fulfilled (from Out of the East)

With the start of the Sino-Japanese war, soldiers streamed into Kumamoto.
Before leaving for battle, many prayed for protection to the spirit of Kato
Kiyomasa (legendary soldier and feudal lord) at the Honmyoji Temple. One
day, a soldier (a former Matsue student) calls at Hearn's house, and the two
discuss the Oriental and Occidental attitudes toward death. Hearn is im-
pressed by his wish to die for his country. Later, we learn, that wish has
come true.



