
over wire entanglements
of the country border Lucian Horii-Hotta

Kusamakura Taishou Grand Prize
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meditation
the pond’s blue eye
captures an egret

Earl R.Keener



tug of war

gulls cheer
Raj K. Bose

crossing centuries 
the aging bridge Belle Shalom

cosmic
self-lit presence Manuel Asorey

solitary prime numbers
I count
under starry night

Chikako Kajitani

Tokusen Second Prize

Selected by Mr. Morio Nishikawa

skywriting all the
disappearing words 
between us

Margaret Dornaus

this heat
the birth-giving
petroglyph
in desert varnish

Bruce Ross

new radio
the noise
of our origin

Dietmar Tauchner 

a summer of rain
unwavering blades of grass
bleed the roses green

Kylie Hooklyn

Selected by Dr. Richard Gilbert



southbound birds the loop 
of identity

Dietmar Tauchner

Kusamakura Taishou Grand Prize
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shadows of leaves
playing on the kitchen table
where hands make tea

Michael Lindenhofer



today
soon leaves itself
behind

John Carroll

Young moon with
sharpness of sickle
ploughs

Predrag-Pera

Cikaric

twilight--
one echo
light

Gary Hotham

red canna
typhoon Zenzo Toda

Tokusen Second Prize

Selected by Mr. Morio Nishikawa

circadian rhythm
thoughts pulse into 
dreams

Michele L. Harvey

When the night becomes
between the wet nets grow
pearls of silver.

Edith Mancini

fooled by the future
the rain falls

skin deep
Gary Hotham 

letting go
of my children in the ballon
letting go

Darrell Lindsey

Selected by Dr. Richard Gilbert



the west burns down
in the pipe of an old man
quenching the century

Izeta Radetinac

Kusamakura Taishou Grand Prize

Chikasuitoshi Kumamoto Shou Kumamoto ’City of artesian Waters’ Haiku Award

rice seedlings
on the cloud Yukiko Yamada



leaf by leaf
the wind tears
away autumn

John Tiong Chung
Hoo

only the stars
seem so familiar
refugee camp

Boris Nazansky

Wailing Wall
one child tells me
the truth

Kisyova Maya

Shooting star
my childhood
where it used to be

Steohen. A. 
Peters

Foggy bridge
a tram Daniel Gahnertz

left behind
skimming stones
moonlit ripples

Simon Hanson

dementia seasons candied
springtime attenuate memories

Jack Wood

cat in the garden untangling
twilight

Annie Bachini

Tokusen Second Prize



after tsunami
a surplus
of emptiness

Dorota Pyra

Kusamakura Taishou Grand Prize

Special Prize for the 20th Memorial Competition

lightning -
the saints come to life
in the stained-glass

Virginia Popescu

Chikasuitoshi Kumamoto Shou Kumamoto ’City of artesian Waters’ Haiku Award

ghost forest
under the water
man-made lake

Teiichi Suzuki



a cast pebble
drowns to the lake bottom
all the way to the clouds

Zeljko Spoljar

A train whistle --
foggy canyon
at dawn

Masato Eguchi

as they stay

Nakamura
Chisako

solar eclipse...
across a dandelion
an ant

Dajan Pavlinovic

prairie -
a lone kite
carrying the sky

Carl Seguiban

sunrise
a snail races
to stay in shadow

Jay Friedenberg

ayatori
the light of childhood
in granny’s eyes

Alexey Andreev

Tokusen Second Prize



tears of joy
rain drops run up the window
of home bound plane

Rudychev Natalia

Kusamakura Taishou Grand Prize
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rainy summer
just the scarecrow’s hat
visible above the grass

Lyudmila Hristova



drought
the babbling brook
losing its voice

Barnabas Ikeoluwa
Adeleke

above the cemetery:
the Big Dipper
catches a falling star

Valorie Broadhurst

The oceans now
One SOS message
In millions of bottles

Viviane Leite

Visiting hours...
mum keeps looking for
her forget-me-nots

Keith A. Simmons

at gust of wind
quiet shadows of trees
quarrel

Predrag Pera

Someone once loved--
unnamed sepia photo
from before the quake

McMurray David

all eyes
wide open
aquarium

Quendryth Young

typhoon arriving...
the farmer’s hat
upon his chest

John Michael
G. Londres

Tokusen Second Prize



starving refugee
a hand approaches her mouth
with a microphone

Indra Neil Mekala

Kusamakura Taishou Grand Prize

Chikasuitoshi Kumamoto Shou Kumamoto ’City of artesian Waters’ Haiku Award

refreshing water
from a decrepit well...
the old man’s wisdom

Kuznetsova Natalia



Trees in gowns
of autumn hues
tremble in the wind

rubble
a child picks up a toy
collateral damage

Jocelyn Ajami

dandelion seeds
on the wind
graduation day

Cristina Apetrei

picking mulberries -
your lips more blue
than the lizard’s tongue

Gregory Piko

just born
a mushroom lifts its cap
towards the sun

a silent veteran
sips a cup of sorrow -
in a shot

summer drought -
the only green
a raven’s sheen

Clayton Beach

Tokusen Second Prize



two lone trees
intertwined branches
holding hands

Jolin Chan

Kusamakura Taishou Grand Prize
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July rain--
ferrymen paddle canoes
on the highway

ANTHONY ITOPA

OBARO

Šuk Vladimir Damir Janjalija Maria Tomczak Alexis Rotella Ann Magyar
Benjamin Blaesi Julie Bloss Kelsey

Tokusen Second Prize





war . . .
homes become
houses

INDRA NEIL MEKALA

INDIA

Kusamakura Taishou Grand Prize

Chikasuitoshi Kumamoto Shou Kumamoto ’City of artesian Waters’ Haiku Award

Liba el colibrí. 
El olor de la lluvia Lázaro Orihuela Martínez

Cuba



green darner
stitching the sky
to the meadow USA

cradled in her hands 
the dead bird
still beautiful

Seren Fargo
United States

subway window
in the old lady’s 

a little girl waving

Radostina 
Dragostinova
Bulgaria

Espuma rosa

luz de octubre.

Carmen del
Valle Picardo
Argentina

almost spring 
I stir a magpie trill 
into my tea 

Madhuri Pillai
Australia

sudden downpour
my blouse
becomes skin

Raquel D. Bailey
Jamaica

the soldiers still aligned
in the mounds

Dejan Pavlinovic
Croatia

Tokusen Second Prize





A mulberry leaf-
the very silk cocoon 
absorbs the moonlight

Branislav 
Brzakovic
Serbia

older now
the moon too 
hides half her face

Julie Warther 
Schwerin
United States

in the cage
birds watch
Us behind bars

Amy Wells
United Kingdom

winter twilight
a shooting star ignites 
the sun

Earl Keener
United States

pandemic
I’m learning to smile
with my eyes

Robert Kania
Poland

Nada el sapo
entre las estrellas
el río crece

Miguel Alberto
D Amato
Argentina

Tokusen Second Prize

radish harvest- 
a child’s tug of war
with the earth

Saumya Bansal

India

Kusamakura Taishou Grand Prize
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Calle vacía. 
Sobre el banco resaltan

Francisco Javier

Pastor Gómez

España





a tiger
turns into a sheep --
windblown cloud

Lucky Triana
Indonesia

dotting orchard apples
the morning dew 
ripens

Saumya Bansal
India

masked face
keen eyes speak
volumes

A Sethuramiah
India

un niño riega amapolas 
con agua del río

Félix Arce Araiz
USA

bountiful harvest 
the scarecrow 
nothing but bones

Maria-Luisa 
Stepanek
Italy

in the hollow of my hand 
what is left of home

Jocelyn Ajami
USA

pandemic numbers
someone’s son
someone’s daughter

Christina Sng
Singapore

Hong Kong,
China

por el canalón 

sol de estío
Mercedes Pérez Pérez

España

tsunami 
lifts stops falls
thunder of water

Jolanta Kajzer

Poland

Tokusen Second Prize

Kusamakura Taishou Grand Prize
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a child’s wish for
the war to end

Alvin Cruz
Philippines

shadow pulls trout 
out of the clouds

Lyudmila Hristova
Bulgaria

wash tub...
waiting until
my face settles
he again stirs and laughs

Chittaluri 
Satyanarayana
India

Horno de leña.
El pan en la tahona 
huele a pasado

Silvía Asensío 
García
España

new galaxy -
the light twinkling
in the baby’s eyes

Dan Salontai
USA

lockdown raised 
at sunrise he releases

his prized canary
Michael Dudley
Canada

refugees
at the border crossing
rain falling on snow

Mark Miller
Australia

Ojos curiosos
emergen de la arena. 
Ah!!! Cangrejito.

Ana Verdía
Argentina

devastated house
before last night
it was a home 

Levko Dovgan

Ukraine

Tregua de Pascua…
los pequeños juegan con
armas de juguete

Keith Simmonds

FRANCIA

Tokusen Second Prize

Kusamakura Taishou Grand Prize
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lunchtime...

its landing gear down
Ed Bremson
USA

incense stick 
the weight of ash 
before it falls

Ravi Kiran
India

military graveyard 
march of the crosses’ 
shadows 
commanded by the sun

Alexandra 
Ivoylova
Bulgaria

en su garganta

cante jondo 
Jocelyn Ajami
USA

bed of cosmos 
John Savoie
USA

cave visit...

stalagmites
Maya Daneva
Netherlands

invading

landmines

Roberta Beach 
Jacobson
USA

Vladimir Aktov
Russia

war zone
a soldier unhands Roberta Beary

Ireland

Frío otoñal. 
Mariposas viajeras
en procesión.

Aurea Leticia Reza

Patiño

México

Tokusen Second Prize

Kusamakura Taishou Grand Prize
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slanted rain
stitching these ashen Maire Morrissey

Ireland

soundlessly... 
rain drops draw 
hieroglyphics

Lilia Racheva
Bulgaria

bloodshot 
Arvinder kaur
India

sol de mediodía 
lagartijas deletrean Danny Blackwell

España

a presence sensed 
by the silence it keeps 
memorial stone

dl mattila
United States

mountain railway station 
the steam train leaves behind
a fog dragon Romania

LENTAS COMO LA TARDE
Y LOS BUEYES.

Ignacio Lombo
Montañés
España

escombros…
en cada piedra 
cuentos de pena

Jocelyn Ajami

United States

a worried farmer

a month without rain Croatia

Tokusen Second Prize

Kusamakura Taishou Grand Prize
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