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What is the Kumamoto City Autonomy Basic Ordinance?



The Fundamental Philosophies

Self-Governance
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Fundamental 
Principles of 
Autonomous Operation

Fundamental 
Principles of 
Autonomous Operation

The city
assembly

The city
administration
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Citizens
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2. Principle of Participation

1. Principle of Information Sharing
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3. Principle of Collaboration

Let’s aim to realize a unique and vibrant society 
as we promote city administration and 
community development based on 
information sharing, participation 
and collaboration.
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Kumamoto City Community Policy Section

Published in March 2024

More 
Information

Details of the ordinance can be found on the city website's homepage!
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Preamble

Chapter 1. General Rules 
Article 1. Purpose
Article 2. Definition
Article 3.Fundamental policies of self-governance
Article 4. Fundamental principles of autonomy operations

Chapter 2.  Roles of Citizens, City Assembly, 
                   Mayor and Others 
Article 5. Rights of the citizens
Article 6. Duties of the citizens
Article 7.Roles of the city assembly 
Article 8. Duties of the city assembly members
Article 9.Duties of the mayor 
Article 10. Roles of the mayor and others
Article 11. Duties of city employees

Chapter 3. Principles and Systems of City Administration
Article 12. Fundamental principles of the city administration
Article 13. Comprehensive and organized city administration
Article 14. Efficient and effective city administration
Article 15. Organizational structure

Article 16. Comprehensive administrative services
Article 17. System of human resources
Article 18. System of whistle-blowing
Article 19. Deliberation assembly, etc.
Article 20. Administrative procedures
Article 21. Handling of opinions, etc
Article 22. Accountability of explanations
Article 23. Ombudsman
Article 24. (Deleted)

Chapter 4. Information Sharing, Participation and   
                   Collaboration
Article 25. Principles of information sharing
Article 26. Protection of personal data
Article 27. Principles of participation
Article 28. Participation of youth and children
Article 29. Principle of collaboration
Article 30. System for citizen participation and collaboration
Article 31. Community developments ordinance based on  
                   participation and collaboration

Chapter 5. Community Activities
Article 32. Regional community activities
Article 33. Civic public interest activities

Article 34. Coordination of regional community activities 
                      and civic public interest activities

Chapter 6. Community Developments in Wards
Article 35. Community developments in the wards
Article 36. Maintenance of organizational structure, etc.

Chapter 7. Crisis Management 
Article 36-2. Crisis Management

Chapter 8. Referendum 
Article 37. Referendum
Article 38. Request and proposal for referendum

Chapter 9. Coordination With the National Government 
                   and Other Local Governments 
Article 39.

Chapter 10. Autonomy Promotion Committee, 
                     Highest Normativity and Review of Ordinances
Article 40.  Autonomy Promotion Committee
Article 41.  Highest normativity
Article 42.  Reforming of ordinances

Expressions in the Ordinances Have Been Revised in 2023 
Based on Changes in Society

Ordinance 
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Principles of Participation (Article 27 Related)
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Regional Community Activities (Article 32 Related)

������	�����	������������������������������	�����������������������������	��
��� �������������	������������������������������	���

Reason for 
revision

���������������
�	������������������������������	����������������������������������	������������������	�����������������
������������	��������	�����������������������������������������	������������������	�����	���	�������������
�������	�����������	����������

Crisis Management (Article 36-2 Related)
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